
Earlier this school year, the School Board Directors agreed 
there would be no school closures for the next two 
years, and previous reorganization recommendations 
would be put on hold. Directors are moving forward to 
develop a plan for future replacement of aging school 
buildings throughout the School District. The next step 
in this process was to convene the Long-Range Facilities 
Advisory Task Force, which had its first meeting at the end 
of January.

The Task Force is charged with long-range planning for 
the school district’s facilities, technology services, and 
educational support functions.  Members will evaluate 
economic and demographic projections that reasonably 
represent the anticipated enrollment capacity needed 
over the next five, ten and twenty year planning horizons 
to properly serve the school community.  

Additionally, the Task Force will evaluate the current 
physical condition and technological value of all school 
district properties.  Based on these evaluations, it will 
make recommendations to the Board of Directors for 
long-range planning initiatives and shall promote a 
commitment to keeping all school district stakeholders 
involved and informed about the long-term vision for the 
Port Angeles School District.

“I’d like to extend my thanks to all who are serving on 
the Task Force,” Superintendent Jane Pryne said. “I’m 
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From the Superintendent
It’s hard to believe we’re half way through the 2012-13 school year!  In less than five months, our high school seniors will graduate and the class of 2025 – our current kindergarteners – will “graduate” to first grade!Our staff continues to prepare students for spring assessments and to provide enrichment and educational opportunities.  You can read about a few upcoming special events available to families and com-munity members in this newsletter.  We hope you take advantage of these activities to learn what our schools have to offer the community.Check out our new Community Bulletin Board which lists special events happening in our community, www.portangelesschools.org/parents/bulletin-board.html. Or “like” us on Facebook - www.face book.com/PortAngelesSD to hear daily news about your schools.An exciting recent development related to our Strategic Plan has been the kick-off of our Long-Range Facilities Advisory Task Force late Janu-ary.  In advance, I’d like to thank the 61 members who will give of their time through December  to help us envision what our schools, and our community, will look like in five, ten and twenty years. Task Force news will be posted regularly on the School District website.If you have questions or comments for me or the Board of Directors, please send them to info@portangelesschools.org and continue to visit our website at www.portangelesschools.org for the latest school news. 

Thank you for your support of our staff, students and families! — Dr.  Jane Pryne, Superintendent

Facilities Discussions Begin
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Students’ Scores Best State in Most Areas 
As teachers, staff and students prepare for upcoming 
spring assessments, let’s reflect on students’ commend-
able performance on the 2012 Washington State assess-
ments.  Not only did students “best” the State average in 
22 of 23 performance areas, they have sustained these 
achievements over time.  Thank you for your support of 
students and our Port Angeles schools!  We will continue 
to support our students’ classroom learning as we strive 
to always improve on our achievements.

2012 Highlights 
•  Science.  8th Grade Science scores are over 20% higher 
than the State average; 5th grade, over 10% higher; 10th 
Grade, over 8% higher.

•  Math. 8th Grade math scores are 13% higher than the State 
average; 7th Grade, 11% higher; 10th Grade, 7% higher.

•  Reading.  Reading scores at all assessed grades are 
consistently higher than the State average; 3rd and 
6th Grades are 10% higher than the State average.

•  Writing.  Writing scores at all assessed grades are 
consistently higher than the State average; 7th Grade 
students scored 10% higher than the State average.

For a closer look at Port Angeles School District  
assessment results, visit the Office of Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, School Report Card at http://
reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us/. 

To review 2011-12 School Performance data and in-
formation for all School District schools, please visit 
individual school web pages at www.portange-
lesschools.org/schools/index.html.

especially optimistic about a positive outcome for our 
facilities work.”

The Task Force will be assigned review of all previous 
facility, demographic and reorganization studies, 
surveys, task force information, and data gathered 
over the past six years.  

In 2008 BLRB Architects of Seattle was hired by the 
School District to assist with the preparation of a 
facilities assessment and condition report and an 
updated long range facilities plan.

In 2009 the School District’s Long-Range Facilities 
& Capital Bond Committee reported Hamilton and 
Franklin Elementary Schools, Stevens Middle School 
and Port Angeles High School are reaching the end 
of their serviceable lives.  The cost of upgrading these 
facilities has been determined to be close to the cost 
of replacement. 

Studies and reports are available on the District 
website: www.portangelesschools.org/parents/
task-forces.html. 

To review its progress, please visit the School District 
website and look for the Long-Range Facilities 
Advisory Task Force on the right home page menu:   
www.portangelesschools.org.

Rate Your Math Knowledge!
Items on the Measurement of Student Progress exam consist 
of multiple-choice, completion, and short-answer items.  Can 
you master these sample 2012 multiple-choice questions?

1. Which list shows the fractions from least to greatest?

A. 3/5, 3/8, 5/10  |  B. 5/10, 3/8, 3/5  |  C. 3/8, 5/10, 3/5

2. Tracy is working to save money for a bike that costs $75. 
She earns $5 a day. After working a number of days, Tracy still 
does not have enough money to buy the bike.  Let d repre-
sent the number of days Tracy has worked. Which number 
sentence represents the amount of money Tracy has earned?

A. 5 x d = 75  |  B. 5 x d > 75  |  C. 5 x d <75

Answers on page 4. 



I’ve always said that I’m grateful 
for growing up in Port Angeles.  
In my particular case, I found 
that the quality of educators and 
variety of programs available, 
coupled with the small town 
community mentality, provided 
an environment where I was 

able to shine and receive positive recognition and 
support. When I transitioned to Seattle for the 
University of Washington, I had a sense of confidence 
and community that I could turn to while trying to 
find my place in a much larger pond.

Many teachers from Port Angeles have greatly shaped 
the path I’ve taken in life. I can’t sing the praises of the 
entire Port Angeles music department, especially Ron 
Jones, Doug Gailey, and Phil Morgan-Ellis, enough. 
They taught me some of the most important life 
lessons that have enabled me to set and achieve 
goals, work in teams, express creativity, and be a 
contributing member of any community I set foot in. 

Outside of the music program, Mr. Uranich’s 
Contemporary Issues course at the high school 
changed my life. Admittedly, I was rather adversarial, 
being ready to hit the exit to UW, and he completely 
flipped that energy back on me, challenged me to be 
a class leader in Mock UN and left me with bar-none 
one of the most influential educational experiences 
I’ve had in any class to this day.

At the moment, I’m working at a digital advertising 
firm in Seattle as an account manager. It’s a fun job 
at a newer startup company, great company culture, 
and has been a great transition from academia. In the 
near to immediate future, I want to transition into a 
more consultative role growing emerging businesses. 
For fun, I’ve had a slight Renaissance of riding my bike 
in Seattle, hitting the ski slopes as much as possible 
during the winter, and getting back to volunteering at 
the Seattle Art Museum

Kossen has a double degree in Economics and Political 
Science from the University of Washington, and a 
Masters in Comparative Law, Economics, and Finance 
from the International University College of 
Torino. He lived in Madrid for a year 
teaching English prior to moving to Italy 
for his Masters degree. 

To view other Tracking Student 
Success features, please visit the 
School District website – www.
portangelesschools.org.

The SmileMobile, a modern three chair dental office 
on wheels that brings oral health services to children 
from families of limited income, will take up residence 
at Jefferson Elementary School for two weeks, March 4 
through 15, 2013.

“Although dentists and assistants will schedule follow up 
visits with participants from the fall SmileMobile visit,” 
School District Community Relations Specialist Tina Smith-
O’Hara said, “we are now taking appointments for new 
clients.  Port Angeles families interested in the SmileMobile 
program should call and register their children for open 
spots as soon as possible.” 

Schedule an appointment before Friday, March 1 visit by 
calling SmileMobile staff at 206.418.8970.

The SmileMobile, which began operating in 1995, is 
a partnership between Washington Dental Service 
Foundation and Seattle Children’s Hospital. It provides a 

While most folks in Port Angeles think of that large performance 
hall at the Port Angeles High School as the “high school 
auditorium,” we can all be proud of the fact that its capacity and 
exceptional acoustic quality justify the fact that it is actually, 
officially, named the Performing Arts Center.  And the recently-
formed Friends of the Port Angeles Performing Arts Center 
(FoPAPAC) is pleased to announce the completion of the first 
prominent sign to make this proud title more widely known.

Funded as a class gift by the Port Angeles High School (PAHS) 
Class of 2012 and constructed by current students in the PAHS 
machine shop classes under the leadership of instructor Mike 
Frick (with much-appreciated support from Angeles Machine 

Drew Kossen 
PAHS Class of 2003
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Check, Call, Care - Dry Creek 
Awarded Grant for AED

You’ve heard of athletes lettering, academics lettering, 
musicians lettering?!  What about SERVICE, those who 
VOLUNTEER, lettering?

The United Way in partnership with the Port Angeles 
School District, North Olympic AmeriCorps, the Clallam 
County YMCA, Port Angeles High School Key Club, and the 
Olympic Kiwanis Club are bringing back the varsity letter in 
community service to Port Angeles High School.

 “Live United is a call to action in our communities,” Clallam 
County United Way Executive Director Jody Moss explains, 
“and means that working together we can accomplish more 
than any one of us can hope to accomplish on our own.  
When we reach out a hand to one, we influence the condition 
of all.  We created Youth United to encourage all youth to get 
engaged in the community and make a difference through 
volunteering.” 

 “We believe in our young people’s’ ability to become leaders 
in the advancement of our community and recognize their 
capacity to create solutions to many of the challenges we 
face as a society,” said Jody Moss. “It’s never too early to get 
empowered, by experiencing the value of a giving spirit and 
the benefits that come with Living United.”

The Youth United program, as it will be called, is self-
governed by each individual student and rewards students 
who reach the volunteer hour requirements for their 
contributions to our school and community. 

Once students begin volunteering, they maintain a record 

SmileMobile Returns to Port Angeles

Youth United Rewards Service  

Tracking Student Success:
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Works, Richerts Marble & Granite, Lincoln Industrial, 
Port Angeles School District Maintenance Department, 
and FKC Co.), the sign was proudly unveiled last month.  

The sign’s design adapts the PAHS Roughrider logo seen 
in the other principal campus signs and incorporates 
the Performing Arts Center name in prominent stainless 
steel lettering.  

Installation of this sign, which was identified by the 
Friends as a high priority project, represents completion 
of the fifth project by FoPAPAC as it concludes its first 
year in existence.

So be sure to check out the new sign on your 
next visit to the PAC; it’s located at the foot of 

the stairs leading from the front of PAHS to 
the courtyard main entrance into the 

PAC lobby.  Stay tuned for more news 
as the Friends begin their second year 
of seeking donor support to make 

much-needed improvements to the 
incredible community asset that is our 

Port Angeles Performing Arts Center. For 
more information and to make a donation, 

please contact Bob Lumens at 360.460.6830 or 
Jeff Bohman at 360.477.8881

.

of all of their work, complete with supervisor contact 
information.  

“We’re almost halfway through the school year, “notes Moss, 
“but Youth United partners are eager to lay the foundation 
now for the remainder of the year and future years, and to 
grow the concept to other school districts.  

If students choose to apply for the letter in service Youth 
United program, service hours between April 1, 2012 and 
April 30, 2013 will count as long as volunteer hours can be 
verified.  145 hours of service in one year… Can you do it?!  
Do you know a student that can?  Many already do!

The PAHS AmeriCorps Classroom, Room 102, will serve 
as home base for service ideas, service drop off of forms, 
questions, and posting of service learning projects. To learn 
more, visit the Youth United website – 
www.unitedwayclallam.org/youth-united.

range of services, from examinations and preventive 
services to fillings and minor oral surgery. 

A 2010 Smile Survey conducted by the Washington State 
Department of Health showed the percentage of children 
with untreated tooth decay has declined significantly: 
“Untreated decay among low-income preschoolers was 
cut in half over the last five years, from 26% in 2005 
to 13% in 2010;” and “untreated tooth decay among 
third graders has also declined significantly.” Results 
also showed nearly 40% of Washington’s children start 
kindergarten with tooth decay, and almost 15% of these 
students have rampant decay (seven of more decayed/
filled teeth).

Since the SmileMobile program first started, the mobile 
clinic has treated more than 30,000 children throughout 
Washington State. On average, the SmileMobile team 
treats about 60 children per week. The Port Angeles 
program is open to students through high school age.  
Call to make an appointment now, and pass the word to 
interested families!

Medicaid coupons are accepted and a sliding fee scale 
based on income is available.

For additional information, visit www.
deltadentalwa.com/Guest/Public/AboutUs/
WDS%20Foundation/SmileMobile.aspx.

Jessie Young 
PAHS Class of 2003
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Friends of the Port Angeles
Performing Arts Center Sponsor 
Another Completed Project

“Growing up, I remember 
when my mom would pick me 
up at dance class, and as we 
would drive home, she would 
commonly remark, "Wow, just 

look at those mountains.” I would simply roll my eyes 
and say something to the effect of "Yea, I know. You 
always say that." I live in Chicago now, and with the 
exception of my time on the elevated transit line, I 
don't see much of the space around me, and I defi-
nitely don't see mountains.” 

I realize now that I grew up in a place that allowed 
me to "look out" - to look across the water to Van-
couver Island, or on a clear day to see Mt. Baker, to 
be able to look up from my drive way at the fortress 
of trees marking the Olympic National Park. I could 
picture what might lie beyond that hill or on the 
other side of those mountains, and my imagination 
would run wild.

Today, I work as an artist full-time. I am a choreogra-
pher, dancer, photographer and teacher. My ability 
to connect and translate my authenticity into move-
ment and photos is how I support myself financially 
and spiritually. 

Jolene Dalton Gailey has remained a mentor to me 
for the past 13 years. She introduced me to one of 
my favorite choreographers (Mark Morris), con-
nected me to the Modern Dance Department at 
University of Utah (where I received my BFA in Mod-
ern Dance), gave me my first paid "gig" as a commis-
sioned choreographer, and recently wrote a letter of 
recommendation for my grad school applications. 
Jolene is a mentor I will bring with me into all the 
stages of my career and life. 

I was on the Rider Angel Dance Team in high school - 
that was my life. I had always been a dancer, but the 
experience of being on a "team" definitely got me 
through my high school years. Those girls were (and 
remain) some of my very best friends.

Currently, I am in the second stage of applying to 
MFA programs and am keeping busy with auditions 
and interviews. I am also producing/choreographing 
my first evening length dance show, an interdisci-

plinary work, involving sound design, projected 
images, a light installation and movement. 

To view other Tracking Student Success features, 
please visit the School District website – www.
portangelesschools.org.

A grant received from the Ben and Myrtle Walkling 
Memorial Trust in the amount of $2,022.24 has enabled 
Dry Creek Elementary to purchase an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) with accessories to be available for use 
at the school. 

“Last year several staff members began to research the 
purchase of an AED for several School District outlying 
sites,” Community Relations Specialist Tina Smith-O’Hara 
said. “We were able to access funds for an AED for the Pupil 
Transportation Center, and then pursued the Walkling 
grant for an AED, as recommended by School Nurse Lily 
Thomson and Principal Sean Schoenfeldt, for Dry Creek. 
We are pleased and thankful for the support of the 
Walkling Memorial Trust.”

Dry Creek Elementary is the District school located furthest 
east of the Port Angeles city 
limits. The school draws a 
wide variety of ages from 
the nearby community 
for special events, such 
as Elders Luncheon, 
Thanksgiving 
Luncheon, and 

scheduled athletic activities in the Dry Creek gymnasium and 
fields. This grant will benefit citizens of Port Angeles and Clallam 
County who visit and take part in community events or athletic 
contests at Dry Creek Elementary.

In addition, key Dry Creek and School District staff, plus 
community leaders whose organizations access the Dry Creek 
gymnasium and play fields regularly, will be 
provided access to training resources.

Dry Creek received a Washington 
Achievement Award and was 
recognized for “Overall Excellence” 
at the elementary school level 
last year. Its enrollment includes 
approximately 365 students.

Dry Creek staff members, Lily 
Thomson and Kristi Borchers, learn 

CPR and use of an AED.



FAMILY FUN & FITNESS FRIDAY
The School District Readiness to Learn program is sponsoring a family-friendly-
fitness event - Family Fun & Fitness Friday  - on Friday, February 22 from 5:00 to 7:15 
p.m. at Roosevelt Elementary, 106 Monroe Road.  

The event is for Port Angeles families of elementary-aged children.  It’s a night to 
eat, play, learn, move and win!  Why?  To promote health, fitness and wellness!  Join 
us for a free healthy meal sponsored by Sodexo, health and fitness trivia games, 
and CrossFit Kids, Wii Dance, and Hapkido activities.  A raffle, with special donations 
from our local merchants, will be held for participants.

SAVE THE DATE – TALENT SHOW FUNDRAISER
The Port Angeles High School Leadership Class will host its Annual Benefit Talent 
Show Saturday, February 23, 7:00 p.m., in the school’s auditorium, 304 East Park 
Avenue, and community members are invited to attend the family friendly show. 

“Liz Romero and her family were chosen by the Leadership Class to be the benefi-
ciary of our Annual Benefit Talent Show,” said Advisor Rachael Ward.  “Liz passed 
away before winter break after a long battle with glioblastoma multiforme, an ag-
gressive brain tumor. There are still many medical bills to be paid, and we are proud 
to support her family by hosting this event.”

Tickets for the show will be sold at the door only - $8 per adult, $5 per student, and 
$20 for a family of four.  A silent auction will be held prior to the show, and doors 
open at 6:15 p.m.  

MARCH PARENTING WORKSHOPS
A Strengthening Families Parenting and Family workshop will be held at Stevens 
Middle School on Tuesdays, March 19 through May 7, with a night off during spring 
break.  Dinner and daycare will be provided, plus incentives for attendance.  Open 
to parents and their students from grades fifth through eighth.  For more informa-
tion and to enroll, contact Stevens Principal Chuck Lisk at 360.452.5590.

Young@Art Show for Students – May 18 through 28
The School District is partnering with the Port Angeles Arts Council and the Port 
Angeles Downtown Association to sponsor the Third Annual Young@Art show 
– kindergarten through grade eight students - May 18 through 28 in locations 
throughout downtown Port Angeles.  Art work will be displayed during the annual 
Juan De Fuca Festival of the Arts. Entry instructions will be available on the District 
website – www.portangelesschools.org. See News/Press Releases.
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Kindergarten registration for the 2013-14 school year begins March 11 for eligible students.  
Children must be 5 years old prior to September 1, 2013 to enroll for the 2013-14 school 
year. Parents or guardians are asked to provide the child’s birth certificate and immunization 
record during registration.  Register at your neighborhood school, Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., March 11 through June 28, 2013.  Registration re-opens on 
Wednesday, August 14, 2013 through the opening of the 2013-14 school year. Call 457.8575 if 
assistance is needed. 

EARN SHOPPING DOLLARS FOR YOUR SCHOOL!
Safeway shoppers who would like to participate in Safeway’s eScript program - in support of 
all Port Angeles schools - please visit www.escrip.com to take a few minutes to learn more 
about this fundraising program. Once you sign up, a percentage of your purchases can be 
automatically donated to your school of choice.

VOLUNTEER IN YOUR SCHOOLS
If you would like to volunteer in our Port Angeles schools, please call the Central Services 
Building at 360.457.8575, or call your neighborhood school to find out how you may get 
involved. Thank you to all our volunteers who offer so many learning opportunities to our 
students and staff!

DISTRICT MUSIC CONCERTS SCHEDULE! Community welcome – free admission! 
http://portangelesschools.org/calendar/schedule.htm

School Notes School Community Events

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: Port Angeles School District does 
not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained 
dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 
Director of Special Education, Section 504/ADA Coordinator; Deputy Associ-
ate Superintendent, Title IX Coordinator. These employees may be contacted 
at 216 East Fourth Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362, 360.457.8575. The Port 
Angeles School District will also take steps to assure that national origin 
persons who lack English language skills can participate in all education 
programs, services and activities. For information regarding translation 
services or transitional bilingual education programs, contact the Deputy 
Associate Superintendent located at 216 East Fourth Street, Port Angeles, 
WA 98362, 360.457.8575

Answers to Page 1 Math Questions4. 
1. Answer: C  |  Note: To order these fractions from least to greatest, students do not have to 
change the fractions to the same denominator. They can order these fractions by comparing each 
fraction to the benchmark 1/2. The fraction 5/10 is equal to 1/2; 3/8 is less than half; 3/5 is greater 
than 1/2. Did you answer correctly?  This is a 3rd grade sample multiple-choice question.
2. Answer: C  |  Did you answer correctly?  This is a 4th grade sample multiple-choice question.

2012-13 Annual Notifications
To keep parents/guardians, students, staff and community members informed of any application of pesticides, Port Angeles 
School District provides this annual notification.  

The Port Angeles School District applies pesticides as needed throughout the year.  Pesticides are only utilized when it 
is determined that there is no alternative treatment that will be successful.  As much as possible, the district relies on an 
environmentally sensitive, common sense approach to pest control that focuses on custodial practices, landscaping, and 
other preventive measures.  The district approach to pest control is devoted to removing the root causes of landscape and 
structural pest infestations and only calls for the use of pesticides as a last resort. 

The School District will continue to make every effort to minimize the use of pesticides in schools.  When pesticide use 
does become necessary, every effort will be made to schedule applications so they do not take place while students or staff 
members are present.  For information regarding the use of pesticides in the school district, please contact the Mainte-
nance Department at 360.457.0949 (RCW 28A.320.1651; RCW 17.21.415[2]).  

In compliance with the Environmental Protection Agency’s regulations covering asbestos-containing building materials 
(ACBMs) in schools, this notice is the Port Angeles School District’s annual notification to parents/guardians, students, staff 
and community members that ACBMs are present in the buildings.

It is a requirement that all local education agencies conduct a re-inspection of all facilities every three years for the purpose 
of assessing previously identified location of ACBMs. This inspection was completed in 2012 by Brooks Technical Services, 
an EPA-accredited asbestos inspection company. The results of the re-inspection are included in the Facility Management 
Plan located in each school building’s administrative office. 

It is the policy of the School District to provide a safe environment for all students, faculty, staff and visitors. This goal is 
accomplished by providing safe working conditions, programs of training and education related to safe working environ-
ments. We review and improve our facilities and practices on a regular basis. For more information, please contact the 
Maintenance Department at 360.457.0949. 

Visit 2012-13 Public Notices at www.portangelesschools.org for additional Notification Information.


