
“Populations and ecosystems is a unit, and the Elwha is 
an ecosystem we study,” she says. 

Excitement brings results
Thanks to the Elwha trip, students are excited about 
science and engaged, and their test scores are rising. 
Such excitement helps them remember potentially 
difficult concepts to grasp better, says Chuck Lisk, the 
principal at Stevens.

Students score 87 percent on the state science 
assessment, which is 25 percentage points above the 
state average.

Starting this spring, several first and second grade 
classes at Roosevelt Elementary School in Port Angeles 
also began visiting the Elwha River for experiments. 
Such classes focused on the best way to revegetate 
land vacated by the dam’s removal.

Kylie Lacey is associate editor of District Administrator. 
Permission has been granted to the Port Angeles School 
District for use of the article. To review the full text, visit 
www.districtadministration.com/article/river-runs-
through-lessons-washington.
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Students in the Port Angeles School District in Washington 
get a taste of the real world of science from their local 
river.

For the past 10 years, they have been working like true 
scientists collecting and analyzing data gathered from 
the Elwha River, which is in nearby Olympic National Park 
near the Pacific coast.

Between 2011 and August 2014, two dams were 
removed from the Elwha.  “It is one thing for students to 
read in a book that the flow of the mouth of the river has 
changed, but we allow them to see that salmon are now 
able to swim upriver and inhabit where the dams used to 
be, says Superintendent Marc Jackson.

The one-day, September and October field trips for 
Stevens Middle School eighth graders are run by 
NatureBridge, an environmental education non-profit.  
The research is identical to what “real park scientists” are 
doing says Steven Streufert, Pacific Northwest director of 
NatureBridge.

Standards in real time
After the students collect data from one part of the 
Elwha, the teacher gives lessons about geology, how 
the river changes over time and other pertinent science 
topics.  Then the class moves on to another section of the 
river.  It gives teachers a chance to teach state standards 
in a hands-on way.

“Understanding ‘inputs and outputs,” which means what 
a plant takes in and what it gives out, is a standard, and 
something my students were having trouble grasping in 
the classroom,” says Brenda Manson, a science teacher at 
Stevens.  “On the river, they were engaged, so I used the 
plants as a demonstration, and they were finally able to 
understand.”

When the students return to the classroom, they use the 
data to create charts and graphs, and in small groups 
present their conclusions to the rest of the class.  Manson 
weaves information about the Elwha into her daily 
curriculum, as well.

A River Runs Through Lessons in 
Washington   By Kylie Lacey

From the Superintendent

Capital Facilities Improvements – 
Starting Summer 
A “years-plus” look at Port Angeles School District facilities’ needs 
has culminated in the June 4th School Board of Directors decision 
to begin some of the long-needed capital improvements at several 
schools this summer.

Roosevelt Carpet Project - This project includes Roosevelt’s front 
entry, a small portion of the hallways and nine classrooms.  The 
cost of the work is $59,408.20 before tax. The Charles H. Beresford 
Company will be the contractor for the removal and installation of 
the carpet. Funding will be from the capital budget. 

Roosevelt Entry Road Project - The pavement entry road to 
Roosevelt has failed and is beyond normal repair. The district is 
working with Zenovic and Associates to design a plan to repair 225 
feet of this access road. The cost of this work is estimated at less 
than $84,224 before tax. Funding will be from the capital project 
budget. 

ADVOCACY  •   ACHIEVEMENT  •   ACCOUNTABILITY 

Controlled Access Project - With security an issue,  
improved controlled access to school district facilities is needed. 
Work to install access devices, network gateways and exiting  
devices will proceed at Dry Creek, Franklin, Hamilton and Jef-
ferson Elementary Schools and Stevens Middle School. The pur-
chase of equipment is estimated at less than $50,000 before tax. 
School district maintenance staff will complete the installation. 
Funding will be from the capital project budget.

 Roosevelt Stabilization Slope Project - The southwest corner of 
the Roosevelt track has been sliding down the ravine towards 
the creek. The district is working with Zenovic and Associates 
to design a plan to stabilize the hillside. Cost is estimated at less 
than $50,000 before tax. Funding will be from the capital project 
budget. 

Field trips to the Elwha River near the Pacific Coast let students do real-world experiments.

Student achievement is especially evident at this time of year as we celebrate the past and move in to a new school year.  (Yes, we’re already planning for the 2015-16 school year!) 
Thank you to staff, parents and guardians, and com-munity members who have guided our students to successful Port Angeles and Lincoln High Schools graduations. Thank you to all who have guided all of our students through another great year of learning!Thank you to our community groups and individuals for their support, especially their recent scholarship contributions.  One hundred sixteen graduating Port Angeles High School seniors were awarded $5,070,974 in scholarships, and this amount continues to rise as we hear of additional scholarship awards.  Community donors and local organizations gave approximately $517,726 in award money. This is a testament to strong community support for education. 

This school year I’ve had the good fortune to work with local business representatives to gain sponsorship for the Be Here to Win attendance incentive program. Recent drawings were held at Port Angeles High School and Stevens Middle School for those students eligible to win a car or mountain bikes.  Howie Ruddell and Ruddell Auto Mall generously offered a wonderful opportunity for one lucky student to have wheels; PAHS Fresh-men Nathan Adamire was the winner.  Big 5 Sporting Goods, Sound Bikes & Kayaks and Bike Garage generously supplied bicycles to three students: Isabella Monger, Olivia Lowder and Kaitlyn Lorentzen.  We are so apprecia-tive of our sponsors for stepping up and believing in this program.  We look forward to working with them in the future.
Additionally, four Lincoln High School teachers – Hillary Allen, Coco Carl-son, Tyler Jones and Everett Young – were chosen by Port Angeles School District administrators as Teachers of the Year and will share the use of a leased car during the 2015-16 school year.  Ruddell Auto Mall generously offered the lease for this new teacher recognition program. We’re very grateful to Howie Ruddell and his team for making this happen!Best wishes for a great summer!    —  Marc Jackson, Ed.D.



Our Simulated Experience at Flying

On June 3rd, we went on a field trip to the 
Boeing Flight Museum in Seattle after months 
of training in class. Using professional grade 
simulators at the museum and the simulators 
at school, we learned how to control a 
modern aircraft. In our weekly meeting with 
Captain Jonathan Picker, a retired Navy pilot, 
we practiced creating flight plans. Then at the 
museum we created a flight plan with even 
more details. In addition to the training, we 
had the chance to tour the entire museum 
and go on a few simulated rides. 

In the training program, the specialists at the 
museum guided us through 
the steps of safety checking 
a real aircraft for flight.  We 
checked for oil leaks, fuel levels and 

the condition of the plane.  
We received a better 
understanding of how 
to read the gauges on 
planes by going through 
stations, working on 
activities and flying 
the simulator. This will 
help us fly better in the 
future.

The whole experience 
has changed our 

perspective on the use 

Dry Creek Students Partner with High School 

of flight simulators. Before, the simulators seemed more 
like a toy than a tool but now we have seen how they can 
train us for real life situations. For example in class, we have 
used the simulators to rescue lost planes with injured pilots. 
Also, working on the simulators in both places helped us 
build stronger team relationships. For instance, we worked 
in a group of five to complete missions at school and at the 
museum.  

In the future, we will use simulators to train for many 
aspects of our careers. The Stevens Flight Academy and the 
trip to Seattle helped us understand that working together 
through technology is mandatory for success. Amelie 
Atwater  (left) and Meiqi Liang (right) are pictured above.

Port Angeles School District husband and wife teachers – 
Mickey and Tim Branham - have collaborated on a tractor 
building project for their students for about a dozen 
years now.  Mickey Branham teaches first grade at Dry 
Creek Elementary.  Tim Braham is the woods technology 
instructor at Port Angeles High School.

“The high school students use their CNC (computer 
controlled router) to cut out the tractor parts for us,” 
Mickey explained.  “My students sand, paint, drill and 
nail their tractors before we ever make it up to the high 
school.”  

“It is always amazing to see the high school students 
work with the first graders,” Mickey said.  “They are so 
kind and gentle with them.  My students 
are in awe of the ‘big’ kids and love to see 
all the career and technical education 
opportunities available at the high 
school.”    

The tractor project is part of an 
overall farm unit the class does 
each school year.  “This unit is a 
culmination of our learning this year,” 
she added.  “We are reading, writing, 
doing math and  science about 
farms.  We study goats, sheep, cows, 

pigs, chickens and horses.  We read about all these animals 
and do reports on each one.” 

There’s some math involved in the farm unit as in most 
business ventures.  The students start with $1,000 and 
use it to buy all their acres of land, animals, fences, etc. to 
build and maintain their farm.  They do all the figuring of 
finances and go to the bank to purchase their items.  

The class also does many hands-on projects.  “We visit the 
Dry Creek farm behind our school to see a working farm. 
We usually card and spin wool.  We hatch chicks. We make 
homemade bread and butter.”

Accompanying photo shows PAHS Student David Treese (left) with 
Dry Creek student Tanner Bolding (right).  Treese is a 

former student in Mickey Branham’s class.

Growing up in Port Angeles 
was a pleasant experience for 
me because of the small town 
atmosphere and all the natural 
beauty that the Northwest has 
to offer. From elementary school 
to high school, the teachers and 
staff were always helpful and 
encouraging with my education. 

I consider Mrs. and Mr. Brabant 
and Mrs. Joslin my mentors 

from Port Angeles School High. I learned accounting, 
marketing, key boarding skills, and Microsoft office 
programs. They provided business/marketing clubs 
for high school students, like myself, to expand our 
knowledge in business beyond basic education. I remain 
in contact with all my mentors to continue to grow in 
my path to better my future. They keep me updated 
regarding job opportunities that I am qualified for and any 
new information that has changed in my career path. 

My favorite experience was at a DECA (Distributive 
Education Clubs of America) event where I had to dress 
up as Santa Claus to help out at a Christmas gift exchange 
for low income families. This was interesting for me 
because not only am I not very energetic, but I also am the 
skinniest Santa ever! I enjoyed helping out these families 
and really learned how to come out of my shell. 

I participated in DECA and FBLA (Future Business Leaders 
of America) throughout my entire high school years. I 
became the president of both of the clubs and was able 
to be very influential in them. These clubs have helped me 
with my college education in business. In fact, I joined the 
Phi Beta Lambda, an association for students preparing for 
careers in business-related fields, at Peninsula College. 

I currently have been working at Safeway for the last four 
years and have been working in different departments. 
For example, I started in the deli and fuel station.  Now I 
work in the front end making tags/signs, checking, and 
operating the service desk. In my spare time, I enjoy 
hiking/backpacking on the Olympic Peninsula. My future 
plan is to move up into management at either Safeway or 
another company. 

I received my Associates in Arts degree and recently 
received my Bachelor of Applied Science in Management, 
both from Peninsula College. In the future, I plan 
to receive my masters degree in either business 
management or human resources.  

To view additional Tracking Student Success features,  
please visit www.portangelesschools.org. 

To recommend a student success story, please send an 
email to tsmithohara@portangelesschools.org.

Corbin Brabant 
PAHS Class of 2011

Tracking Student Success:

By Amelie Atwater and Meiqi Liang, Stevens Middle School
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“At the Institute,” she explained, “students were divided 
into three groups, and each group was led by a scientist 
who gave a tour of the lab and facilities.  Throughout 
the tour, they stopped at the offices of a variety of 
scientists who described how they got into this research 
work and how their research will contribute to a better 
understanding of cancer, the environment or human 
health.”

“One of the most poignant statements all day Duncan-
Taylor said was ‘....the road to becoming a research scientist 
is a very crooked one....’ emphasizing that there are a 
variety of skills, talents, experiences and different kinds of 
education that shape a person’s mind and unique focus 
to do this work.  Every scientist we talked to mentioned 
the importance of a strong multidisciplinary education 
in math, physics, chemistry, computer programming, 
statistics, writing and graphic arts.”

The trip was made possible by a generous grant from the 
Port Angeles Education Foundation and the Price Ford 

Drive One For Your School program.  Accompanying 
photo shows Kay Methner (left) and Leah Marsh 

(right) in the Hutch lab.  

or they did not want increased property taxes.  Twenty-eight 
percent (28%) of respondents cited other reasons:  poor voter 
turnout; bond measure was unclear; there’s no community 
support for education.

When summarizing the survey findings, Cronk noted the 
community understands there are serious issues with Port 
Angeles High School.  Survey respondents support significant 
increases when the bond includes information about 
improved career technical, engineering spaces and that these 
types of vocational programs attract and retain businesses to 
the community. Information that constructing a new energy 
efficient high school would significantly save in operating 
costs and would improve the safety and security of students 
also solicits very strong levels of support. While cost appears 
to be the main reason respondents believe the proposed 
bond measure failed in February, they appear to support a 
$98.2 million bond measure.

PACE representatives recommend if the bond is run again, it 
will be important for the district to focus its communication 
efforts on those components that solicit the strongest 
levels of support – career technical, engineering, improved 
vocational programs for student learning, cost savings with 
energy improvements, and safety and security upgrades.  

Cronk and Methner, on behalf of PACE, pledged support 
for a bond election to build a new high school in the near 
future.  They emphasized that regardless of the School Board’s 
decision, the work for a bond needs to start now with a focus 
on community awareness about school facilities.  

To view PACE’s full report, visit www.portangelesschools.
org/news/documents/2015_Port_Angeles_Citizens_for_
Education_Research_Presentation_School_Board.pdf. 

Port Angeles High School (PAHS) Science Instructor Jennifer 
Duncan-Taylor and PAHS Biotechnology Class and Science 
Club students visited Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research 
Center (FHCRC) and Institute for Systems Biology (ISB) in 
late April. 

“We started at the Hutch where five scientists greeted us 
and wasted no time whisking students off to the lab where 
they donned lab coats and worked isolating DNA plasmids 
from bacteria,” Duncan-Taylor reported. “Then the students 
cut the plasmids with endonucleases and electrophoresed 
the fragments in a gel, photographing the results in a UV 
photo processor.”

Kyle Cronk and Steve Methner, co-chairs for the Port Angeles 
Citizens for Education (PACE), issued a report to the Port 
Angeles School District Board of Directors at its June 4 
meeting summarizing a recent polling of Port Angeles voters.

PACE contracted with The Nelson Report, a public opinion 
survey research arm of the Public Affairs Counsel, to better 
understand why the School District’s February 10, 2015 bond 
issue to replace Port Angeles High School failed to reach a 
supermajority, and if run again, can the bond to replace the 
High School pass.

The survey was conducted April 17th through April 23rd, 
2015. Three hundred seventy-two (372) respondents in the 
School District were interviewed. 

Cronk noted 61% of survey respondents rated the School 
District’s performance as “excellent or pretty good.”  The 
Nelson Report consultants reported this is typical for school 
districts in Washington and Oregon.

Primary reasons for an “excellent rating” were: personal 
experience, 44%; good performance, 20%; and students get a 
good education, 11%.

Primary reasons for a “pretty good” rating were: personal 
experience, 26%; good performance, 12%; and students get a 
good education, 12%.

Cronk reported survey results showed 67% of respondents 
gave the physical condition of Port Angeles High School a 
negative rating. Twenty-two (22%) gave a positive rating; 11% 
were unsure.

Fifty-eight percent (58%) of respondents believed the bond 
failed because of money: too much money; taxes are too high; 

Biotechnology Class, Science Club Visit 
“Hutch” and Institute for Systems Biology 

Citizen Group Reports Bond Survey Results 
to Board 
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Tom Swanson 
is turning a 
dream in to 
reality with the 
formation of 
the Pathway 
to Prosperity 
scholarship 
which will 
be managed 
by the Port 
Angeles 
Education 

Foundation.  Tom Swanson began his bike ride from 
Hamilton Elementary School on May 30, 2015, where 
his and wife Robin’s two children started school, and 
is riding to Panama, New York where he graduated 
from high school in 1975.  He estimates July 22nd as 
his arrival date.

“Regardless of our backgrounds, livelihood, political 
affiliation or favorite sport,” Swanson said in a letter 
to potential sponsors, “many of us can agree that 
the attainment of a solid formal education opens 
many doorways on the path to personal fulfillment. 
My father never graduated from high school and 
worked tirelessly in a foundry environment for over 
40 years, but was fond of saying, ‘an education is 
something that can never be taken from you.’  He 
simply wanted us to pursue education as a means 
toward the achievement of a meaningful career and 
comfortable lifestyle.”

“Fast forward 40+ years of technological and social 
change,” Swanson adds, “and the same is generally 
true – those with some formal education or 
vocational training beyond high school have a much 
higher lifetime earning potential than those with 
only a high school diploma.”

Swanson is aiming to raise $100,000 for scholarships 
and is asking for sponsorships and donations of any 
amount. “My employer, Green Crow Corporation,” he 
explains, “has agreed to a 33% match for the money 
I can raise for this effort.  For every three dollars 
in contributions, Green Crow will contribute one 
dollar, to a maximum of $25,000. Your investment in 
education receives an immediate 33% return!”   

Swanson is two-thirds the way to reaching his 
scholarship fund goal.

You can follow Swanson’s Pathways to Prosperity 
ride across the United States by visiting to the 
Revitalize PA website: 

www.revitalizeportangeles.org/cycling-for-
education.html.   

Cross Country Bike 
Ride for Port Angeles 
Scholarships
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A team of 16 AmeriCorps members will provide focused and strategic intervention in 
the form of academic tutor and mentor support to at risk and struggling students in Port 
Angeles and Crescent School Districts, kindergarten through high school levels, during 
school and after school and during a four-week summer session.

Service begins August 31, 2015-July 15, 2016 (10.5 months of service), a minimum of 
1700 hours, 40 hours per week. $12,530 living allowance for service year, plus health 
benefits.  Members are expected to arrive before assigned school begins which might 
be as early as 7:30 a.m.  After school programs may run until 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday, 
throughout the school year and summer session.  There will be opportunities for evening 
and weekend special service projects.  

The program will provide individual member placement in one of nine school locations, 
including two additional afterschool locations, in Port Angeles, Washington.

AmeriCorps members will provide one-on-one and small 
group academic support during the school day in the 
classroom or dedicated tutoring area as assigned by school 
principals.  Support focus may be in the areas of reading, 

writing, math or science.

For application and program information, visit www.
portangelesschools.org/administration/

americorp.html.  For more information, 
call Tina Smith-O’Hara, 360.565.3703.

Recruiting AmeriCorps Members 
to Port Angeles Schools

Vision
All Port Angeles School District students will 
reach high standards and graduate prepared 
with knowledge, skills, and abilities to choose 
a successful future.

Mission
The Port Angeles School District creates and 
sustains learning communities that prepare 
each student to live, work, and learn success-
fully in a changing world.
NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: Port Angeles School District does 
not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, 
race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following employees have been designated to handle questions and 
complaints of alleged discrimination: Director of Special Education, 
Section 504/ADA Coordinator; Assistant Superintendent, Title IX 
Coordinator. These employees may be contacted at 216 East Fourth 
Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362, 360.457.8575. The Port Angeles 
School District will also take steps to assure that national origin 
persons who lack English language skills can participate in all edu-
cation programs, services and activities. For information regarding 
translation services or transitional bilingual education programs, 
contact the Assistant Superintendent located at 216 East Fourth 
Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362, 360.457.8575
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216 E. Fourth St., Port Angeles, WA 98362, 
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Receive School District news by email. 

Send your email address to  
info@portangelesschools.org  

or sign up online at: 
www.portangelesschools.org.

PORT ANGELES SCHOOL DISTRICT

Summer Lunch Program Offered 
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Olympic Peninsula – Mount Angeles Unit in Port Angeles and the Carroll 
C. Kendall Club in Sequim - are coordinating the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
summer lunch program in Sequim and Port Angeles again this year.  

Free, nutritious sack lunches will be made available at no charge to children 18 years of age and 
younger Tuesday, June 16 through Friday, August 28, 2015 Monday through Friday, excluding the 
July 4th holiday.

Free Lunch Sites, Port Angeles
Boys & Girls Club, Port Angeles Unit
2620 South Francis Street
12-1:00 p.m.
Dream Park
South Race Street
12-1:00 p.m.
Jefferson Elementary School
218 East Twelfth Street
12-1:00 p.m.

Annual Back to School Event on August 22
Many agencies, businesses, and service clubs in the Port Angeles community are partnering to 
host the annual Back to School event for Port Angeles families in need on Saturday, August 22, 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at Jefferson Elementary, 218 East Twelfth Street.

School Supplies will be provided free to students in need - kindergarten through twelfth grades, 
as well as other services which assist in preparing students for a successful return to school.  
Contact Lisa Lyon at 360.452.5437 or Tina Smith-O’Hara, 360.565.3703, for additional information 
and if you would like to make school supplies or cash donations.

Full-Day Kindergarten Registration
Children must be 5 years old prior to September 1, 2015 for kindergarten enrollment. Parents or 

guardians are asked to provide the child’s birth certificate and immunization record during 
registration. Registration re-opens on Monday, August 17, 2015, Monday through Friday, 

8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at your neighborhood school and continues through the opening of 
the 2015-16 school year.  

If you need more information to determine which elementary 
school to enroll at, or if you have enrollment questions, call 
Central Services staff at 360.457.8575.  Pupil Transportation 
staff are also available to assist with school boundary questions;  
call 360.452.9714.

2015-16 School Calendar
Classes begin Thursday, September 3, 2015 to start the 2015-16 
school year for all grades except kindergarten.  Kindergarten 
students start Wednesday, September 9 after orientations 
September 3 through 8, 2015.  To view the 2015-16 school 
calendar, click on “Calendar” at www.portangelesschools.org. 

Evergreen Apartments
2203 West 18th Street
12-1:00 p.m.
Shane Park
12-1:00 p.m.
Roosevelt Elementary School
106 Monroe Road
Lunch, 11:00 - 11:30 am 
Monday-Thursday, July 6-30, only


