
Port Angeles High School staff recognized 141 
graduating high school seniors during the May 27,  
2014 Scholarship Recognition Night.  

Community donors and local organizations gave 
approximately $521,608 in award money, which 
combined with college awards yielded $2,518,040 
for Port Angeles High School students.  The total 
amount includes four year renewable awards.  

Donors review student scholarship notebooks and 
make the scholarship recommendations.

The Peninsula Daily News will publish a late 
June insert listing all scholarships and recipients.

Congratulations to all students who received 
scholarship awards!  

Thank you to our community groups and individuals 
for their scholarship contributions.  

Port Angeles High School joined 413 schools in 
Washington State in April as recipients of the 2013 
Washington Achievement Award. 

“Port Angeles High School is proud to announce we 
are being recognized by the State of Washington for a 
2013 Washington Achievement Award,” Principal Garry 
Cameron said. “The high school received its recognition 
for High Progress.”

State Superintendent of Public Instruction Randy Dorn 
and Dr. Kristina Mayer, chair of the Washington State 
Board of Education, in a letter to Dr. Cameron, said, 
“Washington Achievement Award winners are selected 
using the Washington Achievement Index and criteria in 
the Elementary and Secondary Education Act flexibility 
waiver. The award is given in six categories: Overall 
Excellence, High Progress, Reading Growth, Math Growth, 
5-year graduation rate and English Language Acquisition.”

“We congratulate you on this achievement,” Dorn and 
Meyer continued. “Your staff, students, parents and 
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Port Angeles High School Receives 
Achievement Award

community can take pride in joining this distinguished 
group.”

“We are very proud of Port Angeles High School for 
receiving this award,” Superintendent of Port Angeles 
Schools Jane Pryne said. “Its teachers, support staff 
and students have worked very hard and are very 
deserving of this recognition.”

As noted on the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction’s website, www.k12.wa.us/
EducationAwards/WashingtonAchievement/
HowSelected.aspx, “Schools qualify for High Progress 
recognition if they are in the top 10% of schools 
making the most progress in the performance of all 
student groups over three years.”

To learn more about the Washington Achievement 
Awards, visit www.k12.wa.us/EducationAwards/
WashingtonAchievement/default.aspx

NOtES 
From the SuperintendentAs I reflect back on the last five years, I would like to thank each and every one of you for giving me the opportunity to lead the Port Angeles School District.  It has been my privilege and pleasure to have served the community of Port Angeles in this capacity.  A huge thank you to my family for understanding this work is my passion and knowing it would not allow me to be home as much, to the Board of Directors and my colleagues for supporting the decisions made because they were in the best interest of our students, to the staff for your incredible 

work of educating our youth - there is no higher calling, to the parents for sending us your children and trusting that we would positively impact their future, and to our community who support all of our schools through your generous donations of time and money to ensure we have the necessary resources to educate all of our students.  Our youth are the most important resource we have for the future; that responsibility has not been taken lightly.  We have accomplished much - all of us.  The accomplishments are a joint mission, not a solo flight. There is not a single person in the organization or the community who is not touched by the work that happens daily at the Port Angeles School District.  
In closing I wish success for all of you. 
“To laugh often and much; 
To win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; To earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of  false friends; 

To appreciate beauty; 
To find the best in others;
To leave the world a little better whether by a healthy child, a garden patch or a redeemed social condition; To know even one life has breathed easier because you have lived. This is then is the meaning of success.”  — Ralph Waldo Emerson I wish you all the very best that life has to offer.— Dr.  Jane Pryne, Superintendent

Community Forum for Pre-Bond Work

Graduates Receive Over two Million 
Dollars in Scholarships

We appreciate your continued support of Port 
Angeles students!

The May 27, 2014 Scholarship Recognition Night 
presentation is posted at:  
www.portangelesschools.org/pahs. 

Michael McGavock from McGranahan Architects will host 
a community forum to solicit general input about a new 
high school. The firm was selected by the Port Angeles 
School District Board of Directors to provide pre-bond 
architectural and engineering services for the future 
2015 bond effort.

Tuesday, June 24, 2014, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
PAHS Library, 304 East Park Avenue
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Community members, School District staff, students and 
family members are encouraged to attend this first of 
three forums scheduled through fall 2014.

The School District Board of Directors approved a time-
line earlier this year for a February 10, 2015 bond vote to 
build a new high school. 

For more information, contact Kelly Pearson  at 
360.565.3755 or kpearson@portangelesschools.org.



Roosevelt teachers Awarded 
CenturyLink Grant
A special presentation was made to five Roosevelt 
Elementary School teachers - Karen Doran, Jennifer 
Reynolds, Julie Haskins, Stacey Nickerson and Kathryn 
Hartman - Monday, May 5 as they received a $5,000 grant 
from CenturyLink at a school-wide assembly (pictured 
below with Principal Michelle Olsen and Superintendent 
Jane Pryne). 

“This group of teachers worked tirelessly to 
create a proposal to collaborate using the latest 
in technology to support student learning in 
their classrooms,” Roosevelt Principal Michelle 
Olsen said. “The grant process was very 
competitive and showcased our teachers and 
their willingness to learn new things and look 
for resources to support implementation of 
their ideas. We are so proud of them!” 

The CenturyLink grant funds the purchase of 
20 iPads. Once the basics of ipad features and 
use are learned, teachers will use selected apps 
to help students learn how to collaborate and 
create innovative projects to showcase their 
learning.

Plan Implemented to Serve Highly Capable Students

Students will use the Edmodo application, which allows 
students to interact with each other in the regular 
classroom and in a digital learning classroom. Students 
will share their assignments via email with their teacher 
who can comment given the application. Students can 
work on a single project all at once while at different 
locations - home, school, or from the school’s library.

Beginning in the fall of 2014, the Port Angeles School 
District will implement a plan to serve gifted and highly 
capable students. Washington State law considers 
programs for kindergarten through grade 12 highly 
capable students as part of basic education.

“The first step of the plan required the District to identify 
highly capable students who may qualify for services,” 
Superintendent of Port Angeles Schools Jane Pryne said. 

After their nomination, students were tested at grade 
level at their local schools using the Cognitive Abilities 
Test by Riverside. The CogAT 7, a nationally recognized 
test used by many school districts, tests for higher 
general abstract reasoning abilities and a student’s 
capacity to apply these abilities to verbal and nonverbal 
cognitive tasks. It measures the development of both 
inductive and deductive reasoning abilities, and results 
give information on the level of development of general 
and specific cognitive skills for each student. 

The School District’s highly capable program will meet 
the needs of grade levels kindergarten through eighth 
grade students as follows:

Grades 1-6 Challenge Program:  This is a self-contained 
program based at Roosevelt Elementary.  It is a 
multi-age setting for students who have qualified 
in all domains.  District curriculum 
used will be based on materials one 
year ahead for each grade level.  A 
self-contained setting allows not 
only for academic growth, but 
also provides for the unique 
social and emotional needs of 
the gifted child.

Grades K-6 - English Language Arts or Math: Students 
who qualify for services in one academic domain will 
receive services at their home school site.  A plan will be 
devised for the students by the teaching team which may 
include, but not limited to, curriculum compacting, lesson 
differentiation, “walk to math/ reading,” subject grade 
acceleration, independent projects or clustering.

Grades 7 & 8 – Honors Courses: Students who qualify for 
Honors Math Courses, English Language Arts Courses, or 
both, will be clustered together with a teacher trained in 
working with gifted adolescents.  The course work will be 
enriched and accelerated with Honors Pre-Algebra for 7th 
and Honors Algebra for 8th grade students.  Language 
Arts curriculum will challenge students with diverse 
texts, complex topics that are designed to engage gifted 
adolescents, and  materials that will include texts from 
the 8th grade (for 7th grade students) and 9th grade level 
for 8th graders.

Testing has been completed for entry to the program 
for the 2014-15 school year.  Nominations will occur 
annually for new student entrants.  To learn about future 
program developments, visit www.portangelesschools.
org/students/highlycapable.html.  Questions may be 

directed to Mimi Tiderman, 360.565.1855.

Port Angeles is a 
beautiful place, and 
afforded me countless 
opportunities to learn 
and grow.  I climbed 
mountains, raced 
sailboats, skied, and 
learned to SCUBA dive 
all within a few miles of 
home. The beauty and 

diversity of the natural surroundings provided countless 
opportunities. 

It’s hardly fair to choose just one favorite teacher - the 
entire PAHS science department provided mentorship, 
and were incredible examples of intellectual curiosity 
and fortitude. I’ll be forever grateful for the wonderful 
scientific foundation they provided, and for their 
penchant for inspiring intellectual curiosity and 
skepticism.  The experiences I had in my science classes 
directly led to many of the successes I’ve seen in life thus 
far, and inspired me to continue to work toward furthering 
human knowledge while carefully considering the 
impacts of everything I do. 

One of my fondest memories is Mr. Gallagher’s field trips 
to look at geologic features.  I fondly remember riding 
around the county in a bus to look at ridges, valleys, and 
glacial erratics. Those experiences helped me gain a new 
appreciation for geology, and probably had a significant 
impact on my tendency to take far, far too many 
landscape photographs. 

I was a founding member of the PAHS sailing team.  
Sailing was a great deal of fun, made for an incredible 
group of friends, and gave me leadership experience that 
makes everyday life easier and more fulfilling. 

I’m currently working for Google as a Technical Solutions 
Engineer.  Essentially, I help people solve complex 
technical problems with products like Google Compute 
Engine. 

For fun, I ride bikes (mountain and road), fly remote 
controlled craft with cameras on them (quadcopters and 
planes), build random electronics projects, and hike.  

I’ve got a Bachelor of Science in Computer science with a 
minor in Chemistry from Western Washington University.  
I also took a year to ride a tandem bicycle around the 
perimeter of the United States. Both were incredible 
opportunities to learn about the world and about myself. 

To view additional Tracking Student Success features, please 
visit www.portangelesschools.org. 

To recommend a student success story, please send an email 
to tsmithohara@portangelesschools.org.

Benson Kalahar 
PAHS Class of 2002

Tracking Student Success:
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2014 Promise Scholar finalists from Stevens Middle School, 
left to right: Nathaniel Harrelson, Hannah Black, Sharon 

Jacobson, Marley Cochran, Aspen Millet, Kimberly Brunken 
and Zion Davis. Black and Davis received the promise of a 
$32,000 college scholarship providing they meet scholar-

ship criteria and graduate from high school on time.



Boys and Girls Club 
2620 South Francis Street 
12:00-12:30 p.m.

Clallam County YMCA
302 South Francis Street
11:30 a.m.-12:00 noon

Evergreen Family Village
2203 West 18th Street
12:00-12:30 p.m.

surgery. The distractor holds the broken bone in place while 
the surgeon sets and or plates the broken bone and the 
distractor is left in place as the bone heals. 

Dr. Sam Baker, a local retired orthopedic surgeon, and other 
orthopedic surgeons, use the distractors in their work in 
third world countries, train doctors on how to use the bone 
distractor, and then provide the tool for future use to the 
doctors. 

The Educator of the Month program is planned and 
organized with the help of local students, staff and 
community members. Nominations for featured teachers 
in the Port Angeles, Sequim and Crescent School Districts, 
plus Queen of Angels and Olympic Christian Schools, are 
announced monthly by Todd Ortloff from KONP Radio and 
Cari Stricker throughout the school year.  Nominations will 
open again in the fall!

Cindy Rogers, Lincoln High School paraeducator, was 
the Educator of the Month for December 2013.  Crescent 
School District teacher Helen Lastovica was Educator of the 
Month for January.  February-March Educator of the Month 
was awarded to Allison Evans, Port Angeles High School 
English Language Learner teacher, followed by fourth grade 
Hamilton Elementary teacher Helen Bunch who received 
the honor in March.  Port Angeles High School business 
teacher Lisa Joslin was honored in late April. Sequim School 
District math teachers, Larry Hill (high school) and Shannon 
Paselk (middle school), were honored in May.  Queen of 

Angels teacher Liz Allen shared Educator of the Month 
June honors with Mike Frick.

Accompanying photo shows Mike 
Frick with KONP’s Todd Ortloff, 

Cari Stricker from Umpqua 
Bank, Career Technical 
Education Director Cindy 
Crumb, Port Angeles High 
School Principal Garry 
Cameron and machine 

technology students.

Boys & Girls Clubs of the Olympic Peninsula – Mount 
Angeles Unit in Port Angeles and the Carroll C. Kendall Club 
in Sequim - are taking on the responsibility of the United 
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) summer lunch 
program this year. The program was formerly administered 
by First Step Family Support Center staff and volunteers.

Free, nutritious sack lunches are provided to any child 18 
years and under. Parents do not have to accompany their 
children for the child to receive a free lunch. 

In addition breakfast, also free, will be served at the Port 
Angeles Boys and Girls Club, 8:00-8:30 a.m.

The program is offered through the Summer Food Service 
Program, administered by the Washington State Office of 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and funded by 
the USDA. 

Lunch will be distributed Monday through Friday from June 
16 through August 29, excluding July 4, at the following 
locations and times in Port Angeles:

Radio KONP’s Todd Ortloff and Cari Stricker of Umpqua 
Bank (formerly Sterling Bank) in Port Angeles surprised Port 
Angeles High School machine technology teacher Mike 
Frick during class in early June to announce he is Educator 
of the Month in the KONP Radio-Umpqua Bank recognition 
program.  

Sterling Bank joined with KONP Radio and the Port Angeles 
School District two years ago as a sponsor in the four-year-old 
recognition program and awards each recipient with a gift 
card. KONP features the awardee’s nomination and award in 
announcements throughout the month on KONP 1450 AM.

As Frick prepares to retire from the Port Angeles School 
District after 31 years of teaching at Port Angeles High 
School, staff and students reflect how he has touched the 
lives of thousands of Port Angeles students with his positive 
teaching skills and passion for career technology education.

“Throughout the past 31 years, Mike and his students have 
experienced many successes.  His students have taken first 
in State SkillsUSA competitions for six years, plus second and 
third places numerous times.  This year his students took all 
three medals at State:  Quade Beck, first; Casey Bailey, second; 
and Dylan Wallner, third; and Evan Avery took fifth place.  
What a way to go out!”

Frick and his students have taken 
on a special international project; 
they’ve built special tools - bone 
distractors used by 
orthopedic surgeons 
– for use during 

Summer Lunch Program Starts June 16 

KONP-Umpqua Bank Educators of the Month 
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I loved growing 
up in Port 
Angeles - it 
infused in 
me a love of 
community.

I had many 
great teachers 
while in the Port 
Angeles school 
system. Mr. 
Keith Johnson, 

one of my English teachers, set high standards and 
encouraged me to push myself academically in 
and outside of school. Mrs. Jolene Gailey, my dance 
team teacher, always expected professionalism 
and team work. Although I studied dance at Port 
Angeles Dance Center from age four on, the Rider 
Angels Dance Team was the first opportunity I had 
to take an individually expressive art form and create 
group performances. Of course the most important 
PAHS staff in my life are Ann and Mike Nolan. Both 
encouraged me to be my own person and always 
offered love and support. 

I remember when my teacher Mrs. Kraft took my 
fourth grade class to see The Shakespeare Stealer 
at Seattle Children’s Theatre in downtown Seattle. 
For many of the kids, it was the first time off the 
Peninsula.  For me, it was my first time seeing a 
professional play. I remember the day so clearly - who 
I sat with on the bus, what we ate for lunch. Now it 
warms my heart when I see kids coming with their 
class from Port Angeles to the Theatre. I wonder if the 
show will start a life-long love of the arts for them too! 

I graduated from Gonzaga University Magna Cum 
Laud in Theatre Performance with minors in Dance 
and Public Relations. I was the National Honor 
Society student of the month for Gonzaga in March 
2014 and for Washington State in April 2014.  

I now work as the house manager for the Seattle 
Children’s Theatre, and this summer I’ll be teaching a 
creative movement class co-created by the Theatre 
and the Woodland Park Zoo. My job allows me 
to be around art and youth and ensure kids are 
having positive experiences with live performances. 
In the future, I would like to work at a non-profit 
organization focused on art or children’s education, 
or both, in a development or administrative 
education role.

To view additional Tracking Student Success 
features, please visit www.portanglesschools.org. 

 To recommend a student success story, please send an 
email to tsmithohara@portangelesschools.org.

Madeline Nolan 
PAHS Class of 2009

Tracking Student Success:
Jefferson Elementary
218 East Twelfth Street 
12:00-12:30 p.m.

Shane Park 
South G Street
12:00-12:30 p.m.

Please call staff at the Mount 
Angeles Unit in Port Angeles at 
360.417.2831 for information.

Teacher Patricia 
Schromen, Jonathan 
Daracunas, Principal 
Mary Hebert, Anna 
Arndt and Teacher 
Gunnar Thomason 
– all from Dry Creek 
Elementary - stand 
with the DeMolay-
donated bike Arndt 
won then gave to 
Daracunas.
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NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: Port Angeles School District does 
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orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained 
dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 
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School Notes
FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
Kindergarten registration for the 2014-15 school year continues for eligible students.  
Children must be 5 years old prior to September 1, 2014 for kindergarten enrollment. 
Parents or guardians are asked to provide the child’s birth certificate and immunization 
record during registration.

Register at your neighborhood school, Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 
now through June 27, 2014. If you need more information to determine which elemen-
tary school to enroll at, or if you have enrollment questions, call Central Services staff 
at 360.457.8575.  Pupil Transportation staff are also available to assist with boundary 
questions; call 360.452.9714.

Registration re-opens on Monday, August 18, 2014 and continues through the opening 
of the 2014-15 school year.

SCHOOL CALENDAR 2014-15 
Classes begin Tuesday, September 2 to “kick off” the 2014-15 school year for all grades 
except kindergarten.  Kindergarten students will start Friday, September 5 after orienta-
tion sessions September 2 through 4.  To view the 2014-15 school calendar, click on 
“Calendar” at www.portangelesschools.org. 

ANNUAL BACK TO SCHOOL EVENT AUGUST 23 
Many agencies, businesses, and service clubs in the Port Angeles community are 
partnering to host the annual Back to School Event for Port Angeles families in need 
on Saturday, August 23, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Jefferson Elementary, 218 East Twelfth 
Street.

School Supplies will be provided free to students in need - kindergarten through 
twelfth grades, as well as other services which assist in preparing students for a suc-
cessful back school time.  No advance sign up!  

Donations and school supplies are now being collected for distribution at the event, 
and several Stuff the Bus events are planned:  Friday, July 18 in front of KONP Radio 
studios and Saturday, July 19 in the Walmart parking lot.  Just look for the yellow bus!

Contact Lisa Lyon at 360.452.5437 or Tina Smith-O’Hara, 360.565.3703, for additional 
information.

ATHLETIC REGISTRATION
Port Angeles High School:  Roughrider fall 2014-15 sports begin mid-August. All athletic 
forms will be available on the PAHS website: www.portangelesschools.org/pahs/
athletics-registration.html. Questions?  Please call 360.565.1809.

Stevens Middle School:  Registration for Stevens fall athletics occurs during registration 
on Thursday, August 21, 2014. All athletic forms will be available on the Stevens Middle 
School website: www.portangelesschools.org/stevens. Choose “Registration Info” - 
under Athletics. Hard copies will be available in the SMS Business Office.  Questions?  
Please call 360.565.1760.

The Port Angeles School District Board of Directors made a unanimous decision earlier this 
spring to offer Dr. Marc Jackson a three year contract as superintendent of the Port Angeles 
School District beginning July 1, 2014.

 “Dr. Jackson’s consistency, his collaborative abilities, previous bond experience, work back-
ground, Common Core knowledge were combined qualities and assets which helped us reach 
our decision,” President Steve Baxter said. “Our follow up work and reference checks showed he 
empowers people, particularly his staff, and that he’s strategic in his planning with a focus on 
student success. His ideals align with our strategic plan and district goals.”

Jackson currently serves as the superintendent of schools for the Silver Valley Unified School 
District in Yermo, California. Previously, he worked as assistant superintendent of schools and 
personnel in the Oxnard School District and has been principal at Bassett High School, La Sierra 
High School and Lone Hill Middle School, all in California. Jackson has a Doctorate of Education 
in Educational Leadership from the University of La Verne, a Master of Science in Education from 
California State University Fullerton, and a Bachelor of Arts in History from La Verne College.

Volunteer in Your Schools
If you would like to volunteer in our Port Angeles schools, please call the Central Services 
Building at 360.457.8575, or call your neighborhood school to find out how you may get  
involved. Thank you to all our volunteers who offer so many learning opportunities to our 
students and staff!  Visit www.portangelesschools.org/administration/volunteers.html to 
learn more about volunteer activities.

Back to School Info on the Web
School start times, bus schedules, student handbook, health insurance, food services,  
enrollment information, and supply lists for the 2014-15 school year will be posted to  
www.portangelesschools.org in August. 

New Superintendent Arrives in July

Like us on 
Facebook!


