
Stevens Middle School and Jefferson Elementary School 
were two of the 381 schools state-wide receiving 2012 
Washington Achievement Awards at a ceremony in April 
at Kentwood High School in Covington. 

Stevens received its commendation for Science at the 
middle school level. Stevens has received a Washington 
Achievement Award four years in a row:  2009, 2010, and 
2011 for overall excellence; and 2010, 2011 and 2012 for 
science.  

Jefferson Elementary was recognized for Science at the 
elementary school level. 

“We are very proud of both Stevens and Jefferson schools 
for receiving this award,” Superintendent of Port Angeles 
Schools Jane Pryne said. “Teachers, support staff and 
students have worked very hard and are very deserving 
of this recognition.”

Washington Achievement Award winners are selected 
using the Washington Accountability Index and criteria 
in the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 
Flexibility Waiver.
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Spotlight on School Staff  
John Mitchell – Congratulations!  Port Angeles High School instructor 
John Mitchell was one of twenty nationwide recently selected to attend 
the Cyber Defense Bootcamp for High School Technology Teachers at 
James Madison University in Harrison, Virginia.  Mitchell teaches technical 
drawing, architectural drawing, CAD, drafting and video gaming.

Jennifer Duncan-Taylor – Congratulations! Jennifer Duncan-Taylor, 
Port Angeles High School science teacher, received a Partners in Science 
Program grant from the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust of Vancouver, 
Washington to support her research at the Institute for Systems Biology 
this summer.  Duncan-Taylor teaches biology and forensics.

Donna Moreau – Congratulations, Port Angeles teacher Donna Moreau!  Not 
only did Port Angeles students compete successfully at the Washington State  
SkillsUSA conference, Moreau was selected as Washington State Advisor of the 
Year during the conference.  Moreau has taught health sciences and medical 
careers at Port Angeles High School and medical careers at the North Olympic 
Peninsula Skills Center, and she retires at the end of the school year.

Jamie Valadez – Congratulations!  Jamie Valadez was chosen by the Washington 
Education Association as one of its 2013 WEA Human and Civil Rights Honorees.  
Valadez teaches Native American Studies and Klallam language at Port Angeles 
High School.
Read more about our staff and student success stories at www.portangelesschools.org.  

State Superintendent Randy Dorn and State Board 
of Education Chair Jeff Vincent notified honored 
schools in an email, saying, “We’re thrilled that the 
Achievement Awards have come to mean so much to 
schools and districts across the state,” Vincent said. “It’s 
important to us at the state level to ensure that our 
work benefits everyone, and the award and index do 
exactly that.”

“The award is given to elementary, middle, high 
and comprehensive schools in seven categories,” 
they continued, “overall excellence, language 
arts, math, science, extended graduation rate 
(high and comprehensive schools only), closing 
achievement gaps and high progress (Title I eligible 
and participating schools only).  We congratulate you 
on this achievement. Your staff, students, parents and 
community can take pride in joining this distinguished 
group.”

To learn more about the Washington Achievement 
Awards and to view a list of 2012 Washington 
Achievement Award Winners, visit 
www.k12.wa.us/EducationAwards/
WashingtonAchievement/default.aspx.Left to right, are Washington State Board of Education 

Board member Judy Jennings, PASD Deputy Associate  

Superintendent Michelle Reid, PASD Superintendent 

Jane Pryne, Jefferson Elementary teacher Sandra 

Biasell, former Jefferson Elementary Principal  

Michelle Olsen, Jefferson Elementary teacher 

Theresa Schmid, Washington State Board  of 

Education Board member Dr. Kristina Mayer, 

Washington State Superintendent of Public 

Instruction Randy Dorn.

NOTES 
From the SuperintendentThere’s a lot to celebrate as we close out another successful school year! 

Port Angeles High School staff recently recog-nized 118 graduating high school seniors during the May 14 Scholarship Recognition Night.  Community donors and local organizations gave approximately $403,900 in award money, which combined with college awards  yielded $1,733,000 for Port Angeles High School students.  This amount continues to climb as additional scholarship awards are awarded to worthy students.  Thank you to our community groups and individuals for their contributions.  We appreciate your continued support of Port Angeles students!
Our local partners really stepped up to the plate this year in support of students and staff in and out of classrooms.  To name a few: Soropti-mist International of Port Angeles Jet Set and its annual spelling bee, Career Technical Education advisory groups and the many local pro-fessionals that serve our programs, Juan de Fuca Foundation and its efforts to bring the arts to our students, Port Angeles Food Bank and Sodexo Food Services for the Friday Food Bag project, and the Port Angeles Arts Council and local businesses for support of the Young@Art exhibit in downtown Port Angeles.  Additionally, thank you to our AmeriCorps team for your continued valuable work in our schools this year.  Finally, to the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, thank you for again celebrating education at our annual Potlatch!Our Port Angeles schools have an incredible team of teachers, support staff, administrators and volunteers to guide our students and the district’s vision and mission.  It’s been a great year, and I look forward to an incredible 2013-14 school year!

Have a wonderful summer!  
 — Dr.  Jane Pryne, Superintendent



Students Awarded Varsity Letter in Service

The Friends of the Port Angeles Performing Arts Center 
(FoPAPAC) recently reached the one-year anniversary of its 
first donation made in March 2012.  With over $13,000 in 
donations from nearly 30 donors, the Friends have led the 
completion of the first five priority projects and have several 
more either under way or ready for action as fundraising 
progresses.

The Friends, in cooperation with the Port Angeles 
Education Foundation and the Port Angeles School District, 
was formed in order to spearhead the identification of 
significant technical and operational improvements to the 
Performing Arts Center (also known as Port Angeles High 
School’s auditorium) and to lead fundraising efforts to 
achieve those improvements.

In its first year FoPAPAC has achieved projects including 
forestage and orchestra pit lighting installation, house floor 
production desk, house floor divider wall, Roughrider/
PAPAC entry sign and sound system board replacement.  
Current projects already funded and under way include 
house wall art renovation and the house lighting energy 
retrofit.  The Friends are particularly enthusiastic about the 
upcoming installation of the Donor Recognition Display, 
which will be installed in the next few weeks and will 
provide a striking setting for donors to be recognized with 
engraved nameplates composed to their request.

Upcoming projects include phases 1 (control board) and 
2 (LED stage lighting) of the Stage Lighting Replacement 
Project, the Concessions Area Facilities Renovation and the 
House Lights Rewiring projects.  These four projects will 
require $25,000 - $30,000 in donations and further projects 
in the pipeline are estimated to approach an additional 
$80,000 to $100,000. The Friends committee is dedicated 
to accomplishing these and other improvements identified 
over time.

“We are confident there is ample support for making 
modest, but important improvements that will address 
the most critical needs of the PAPAC,” said Jeff Bohman, 
one of the founding members of the Friends of the PAPAC, 
“continuing the long-standing support the PAPAC has 
received from the community and the School District for 
many years.”

The Friends invite community members and supporters of 
the arts to consider donations of $100 or more to support 
the continuing achievement of 
these improvements.  For 
more information and to 
make a donation, please 
contact Bob Lumens 
at 360.460.6830 or Jeff 
Bohman at 360.477.8881.

The varsity letter in service has returned to Port Angeles 
High School.  Two students - Sydney Roberts and Mercedes 
Harris – received their varsity letter in service under the 
auspices of Youth United at a May School Board meeting.  
Kyle Sholinder will receive his varsity letter at a June 
meeting. The program is poised to spread to neighboring 
high schools and middle schools next school year.

Roberts logged 156 hours of volunteer work with the YMCA, 
PAHS Key Club, the Port Angeles Food Bank, St. Andrews 
Episcopal Church and Crestwood Convalescent Center.  

Harris volunteered 179 hours at Camp Fire USA and 
Hamilton Elementary School, PAHS DECA (Distributive 

Education Clubs of America) and PAHS 
Orchestra activities.

“We believe in our young people’s’ 
ability to become leaders in the 

advancement of our community and 
recognize their capacity to create 
solutions to challenges we face 
as a society,” said United Way of 

Clallam County Executive Director 
Jody Moss. “It’s never too early to 

get empowered by experiencing the 
value of a giving spirit and the benefits 
that come with Living United.”

“Friends” Celebrate 
First Year Successes
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KONP Radio-Sterling Bank Honor Educators

The United Way in partnership with the Port Angeles School 
District, North Olympic AmeriCorps, the Clallam County 
YMCA, Port Angeles High School Key Club, and the Olympic 
Kiwanis Club resurrected the former PAHS varsity letter in 
community service half way through the 2012-13 school year. 

The Youth United program is self-governed by each individual 
student and rewards students who reach the volunteer 
hour requirements for their contributions to our school and 
community. 

Once students begin volunteering, they maintain a record 
of all of their work, complete with supervisor contact 
information. Students must complete 145 hours or more of 
service in one year.

“Summer is the perfect time to log volunteer hours,” noted 
Moss. “Service hours are counted between April 1 and April 
30 of each school year and will count as long as volunteer 
hours can be verified. We encourage students to volunteer 
through the summer.” PAHS AmeriCorps members and Youth 
United mentors Jennifer Jacques and Jacob Saltzman have 
turned their classroom in to a home base for service ideas, 
service drop off of forms, questions, and posting of service 
learning projects. 

To learn more, visit the Youth United website – www.
unitedwayclallam.org/youth-united.  Start logging your 
summer hours now!

KONP Radio Station Manager Todd Ortloff and Shenna 
Straling, manager of Sterling Bank in Port Angeles, 
surprised Hamilton paraeducator Rebecca Currie during 
Hamilton Elementary’s school-wide May assembly with 
an announcement she is the Teacher of the Month in the 
KONP-Sterling Bank recognition program.  

Currie has worked as a paraeducator in the Port Angeles 
School District since fall 2004.

“Although Mrs. Currie is technically a paraeducator,” noted 
the nomination for Currie, “she is a teacher in every sense 
of the word.  She is the linchpin that holds together the 
sixth grade math, science and reading classes, which 
number 40 plus at Hamilton.”  

“She partners with Mr. Lunt, Mr. Kheriaty and Mrs. 
Anderson,” continued the nominator, “to ensure that 
students are focused and learning.  She organizes work 
to be turned in, makes sure that students have additional 
opportunities to complete homework, and assists with 
small group instruction.  Every sixth grader considers her 
to be one of their teachers.”

Sterling Bank joined with KONP and the Port Angeles 
School District last year as a sponsor in the three-year-old 
teacher recognition program and awards each recipient 
with a gift card.

The KONP Teacher of the Month program is planned 
and organized with the help of local students, staff and 
community members. Nominations for featured teachers 
in the Port Angeles, Sequim and Crescent School Districts, 
plus Queen of Angels and Olympic Christian Schools, were 
solicited during October and November 2012, and are 
announced monthly by Ortloff and Straling throughout 
the school year.  

Evan Murphy, Jefferson Elementary School second/third 
grade split teacher, was announced in December as the 
first Teacher of the Month for this school year. Cheryl 
Daniels and Tracy Barnes were named Teachers of the 
Month in February.  (Daniels is a fourth grade teacher 
at Helen Haller Elementary School, and Barnes teaches 
leadership and Language Arts at Sequim Middle School.) 
Other Sequim teachers honored this year have been Vern 
Foskett, Sonja Miller and Chelsea Reichner, all teachers at 
Sequim High School. Suzanne Keegan, first grade teacher 
in the Port Angeles School District’s multi-age community 
program based at Franklin Elementary School, was Teacher 
of the Month in April; Roosevelt teachers Geff Cobb and 
Kelly Sanders shared honors in early May. 

Roosevelt Elementary teachers Paula Epstein and Mark 
Mitrovich share July Teachers of the Month honors.

Nominations will be solicited again in October for the 
2013-14 school year.  Any local business and service 
organizations wanting to help sponsor this recognition 
program can send an email relaying interest to info@
portangelesschools.org.

Mercedes Harris, United Way’s 
T. Scott Brandon, AmeriCorps 
members Jennifer Jacques and 
Jacob Saltzman, and Sydney 
Roberts.

Teacher Suzanne Keegan (left), 
student Zane Glassock, Todd 
Ortloff and Shenna Straling.



Port Angeles School District physical education teacher 
Krista Winn’s energy has been “refueled” over the news 
Hamilton and Jefferson Elementary Schools received Fuel 
Up to Play 60 grants this spring. Fuel Up to Play 60 is a 
program started by the National Dairy Council (NDC) and 
the National Football League (NFL) in collaboration with 
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to 
encourage physical activity and a healthy lifestyle for youth.

Each school was awarded $3,904 to purchase supplies and 
incentives to run the F.I.T. - “Families in Training” - program 
developed by Winn to extend nutrition and physical activity 
education to students’ families.

The F.I.T program, which focuses on family nutrition and 
physical activities, was kicked off with assemblies presented 
by the Seattle Seahawks and the Fuel Up to Play 60 
organizations in March at each school. The Seahawk-themed 
assembly energized students and staff about Fuel Up to Play 
60 and included Blitz, the Seahawk mascot, a SeaGal, and a 
special message from Seahawks Coach Pete Carroll.

Winn devoted the month of April to several nutrition 
challenges happening simultaneously. “A month-long 
challenge encouraged families to eat meals together,” she 
said, “and weekly challenges focused on one food group 
each week. Families tracked the number of servings that 
they ate of each appropriate food group.”

Over 25 local businesses were represented at the 2nd Annual 
Marketing Tradeshow presented by Port Angeles High School 
marketing classes in June.  

Instructor Jennifer Kunkel says the project is strategically 
set for the end of the year final and designed to show what 
the students learned during the year of marketing classes.  
Students pick the businesses they would like to represent and 
then make contact with the owners or managers to see if they 
would be willing to work with them.  

“The businesses this year were great partners with the 
students,“ said Kunkel. “They provided information, 

samples, and raffle items which allowed 

Schools Awarded Fuel Up to Play 60 Grants

Marketing Students 
Represent Local Businesses  
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the students to create powerful presentations showcasing the 
business and students’ ability to market an existing business.”

“The marketing students did an amazing job on the 
tradeshow,” she continued.  “They were able to clearly present 
product information and business information with creative 
marketing approaches.  The creativity of this year’s students 
was outstanding; from the invites to the booth displays, they 
took the tradeshow to another level.”  

“The businesses that participated were incredibly generous 
and enthusiastic with the students and helped them learn 

about the business world,” Kunkel added 
appreciatively.

Thank you to our tradeshow business partners:

Gordy’s Pizza & Pasta, Northwest Fudge and 
Confectioners, Aglazing Arts, Price Ford, Ruddell 

Auto Mall, Miss Chic Consignment, Cock-A-Doodle 
Donuts, Olympic Medical Foundation, Westside 
Pizza, Baby Grand, Trouble’s Brewing, Higher 

Grounds, Heidi’s Hair Studio, Elle Salon, Weider 
Chiropractic, Black Diamond Bridal, Chestnut 

Cottage, Hair Solutions, Baskin Robins, Electric Beach 
Tanning, Blackbird Café and That Takes the Cake.

“The month of May focused on a physical activity 
challenge,” Winn explained. “Families tracked their miles/
minutes of physical activity. Then we ended the program 
with a Fuel Up to Play 60 themed field day the last week 
of school.”

Students earned charms for participating in the weekly 
food group challenges, and classrooms earned points in 
the FIT challenge for returned Eating Together calendars 
and food group tracking slips. Classrooms also earned 
points for minutes/miles of physical activity that family 
members completed during the month of May. 

All families who participated in both the nutrition 
challenge and the physical activity challenge received FIT 
charms.

For more information, contact Krista Winn by phone at 
360.565.1647 or email kwinn@portangelesschools.org. 

Free Summer 
Lunch Program
First Step Family Support Center is partnering with  
Sodexo Food Services and several local human 
services agencies, local businesses, farmers, and inter-
ested individuals to once again provide a free summer 
lunch to our community’s youth, ages one through 
18 years of age. The program is offered through the 
Summer Food Service Program, administered by the 
Washington State Office of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, and funded by the USDA. 

First Step expects to serve over 6,500 meals this 
summer Monday through Friday from June 24 
through August 30, excluding July 4, at the following 
locations:

Jefferson Elementary School
218 East Twelfth Street 
Monday-Friday, 11:45 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Roosevelt Elementary School
106 Monroe Road 
Monday-Friday, 12:15-12:30 p.m.

Boys and Girls Club of the Olympic Peninsula, 
Mount Angeles Unit in Port Angeles
2620 South Francis Street 
Monday-Friday, 12:40-12:55 p.m.

Dream Playground
Race Street 
Monday-Friday, 1:05-1:15 p.m.

Shane Park 
South G Street
Monday-Friday, 1:30-1:40 p.m.

Evergreen Family Village 
2203 West 18th Street
Monday-Friday, 1:50-2:10 p.m.

First Step Family Support Center
325 East 6th Street 
Monday-Thursday only, 2:25-2:40 p.m.

The program is free to all children and teens between 
one and 18 years of age. Parents do not have to 
accompany their children. To learn more about the 
program, please contact First Step at 457.8355. 

First Step Family Support Center, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization and United Way of Clallam Coun-
ty agency, has been serving the Olympic Peninsula 
since 1971. The agency mission is to provide for the 
healthy development of children and families.

Elle McGlocklin and Gabby Yelland, First Step staff 
members, prepare to distribute Summer Lunch 

Program meals.

Hamilton Elementary Principal Gary Pringle and  Teacher Krista Winn  
receive grant funds from Washington Dairy Council representatives .

Business instructor Lisa Joslin visits with student 
Micayla Weider who represented Weider Chiropractic 
Clinic during this year’s trade show.



Many agencies, businesses, and service clubs in the Port Angeles community are 
partnering to host the annual Back to School Event for Port Angeles families in need 
on Saturday, August 24, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Jefferson Elementary, 218 East Twelfth 
Street.

Everything will be provided free to students in need - kindergarten through twelfth 
grades -school supplies, haircuts, immunizations, community services resources, and 
additional back to school information.  There’s no advance sign up!  Just show up!

Donations and school supplies are now being collected for distribution at the event, 
and several Stuff the Bus events are planned:  Wednesday, July 24 in front of KONP 
Radio studios, Thursday, July 25 at Troubles Brewing near the intersection of Mount 
Pleasant and Hwy 101, and Saturday, July 27 in the Walmart parking lot.  Look for the 
yellow bus!

The 2012 Back to School Event served 1130 students.  Event contacts: Lisa Lyon at 
360.452.5437 or Tina Smith-O’Hara, 360.565.3703.
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Annual Back to School Event

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: Port Angeles School District does 
not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained 
dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 
Director of Special Education, Section 504/ADA Coordinator; Deputy Associ-
ate Superintendent, Title IX Coordinator. These employees may be contacted 
at 216 East Fourth Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362, 360.457.8575. The Port 
Angeles School District will also take steps to assure that national origin 
persons who lack English language skills can participate in all education 
programs, services and activities. For information regarding translation 
services or transitional bilingual education programs, contact the Deputy 
Associate Superintendent located at 216 East Fourth Street, Port Angeles, 
WA 98362, 360.457.8575

Hamilton Scores “A”
The Public School Achievement Index, which rates the quality of public schools across 
Washington State with a letter grade, gave Hamilton Elementary an “A” in February 
using 2011-12 school year results.  A school’s grade is determined by four indicators: 
achievement by non-low-income students, achievement by low-income students, 
achievement compared to schools of similar demographics, and improvement in stu-
dent achievement.  

Student test scores are used in reading, writing, math and science, plus the school’s 
graduation rate is considered. Hamilton Elementary joins about 11% of the 2,189 
schools with its “A” grade. Scoring is not mandated by the State at this time.  
For additional information, visit the Washington Policy Center website -  
www.washingtonpolicy.org.

I have never quite found the same sense of community as in Port 
Angeles - that's the beauty of a small town, and that's why Port 
Angeles will always be my home, regardless of where I live. 

The foundation of my learning prowess really took hold in the 
MAC (multi-aged classroom) program at Franklin Elementary 
School with Martha Ellul, Jean Petit and Claire Rausch. They - and 
all of the other teachers and helpers in the program - helped me 
to actually want to learn through the ability to choose our own 
activities, to teach other students, and to work with older and 
younger students on a daily basis. 

While I haven't kept in touch with most of my former teachers, their guidance and mentorship 
has stayed with me. Coke Smith was an inspiration - and remains so today - by his passion for 
travel and his love of the land and environment. I credit my writing and editing skills and love 
for Henry David Thoreau to Keith Johnson.

I was quite active in middle and especially high school: student government, leadership,  
annual, dance team and debate. Keeping busy helped me stay on track. One of my teachers at 
some point told me that if you need something done, ask a busy person, and I have still found 
that adage true. Staying involved also gave me a sense of belonging - within my group of 
friends, within the school, and within the community. I often joined activities together with my 
friends, and I strengthened the bonds with the best friends I had and still have today. 

This summer I am in Seattle for a legal internship with the Washington Defender Association. 
I just completed my first year of law school at The University of Texas School of Law in Austin, 
and I hope to do something with environmental law, public defense, or increasing access to 
justice. 

I received a BA in environmental education magna cum laude from Western Washington 
University’s Huxley College of the Environment as well as a minor in dance. 

Since high school, I've traveled to South Korea and Costa Rica, backpacked across Western 
Europe, road-tripped through Germany, backpacked through southern Utah, and visited a 
number of other states across the country. 

To view other Tracking Student Success features, visit www.portangelesschools.org.

Nora Gay, PAHS Class of 2005
Tracking Student Success:

Roosevelt students 
practice with recorders 

for the Annual Spring 
Music Review.  

Left to right:
Marie Burns, Jesse 

Stern, Alexus Yeater, 
Ceara Webster, Ethan 

Cameron, Bostyn Fisler, 
Keala Cabral, Brooklyn 

Alton, SethTorres,  
Jessa Miner, Kathryn  
McMahan, Jocelynn 

Smith, and Liam 
Woolett.


