
The School District Board of Directors approved a timeline 
at its meeting January 9, 2014 for a February 10, 2015 
bond vote to build a new high school.  The decision was 
based on the approval of the School District’s Long Range 
Facilities Task Force recommendation in December 2013, 
which recommended Directors move forward with asking 
voters to pass a bond up to the School District’s bonding 
capacity to build a new high school.

“We felt every student going through the District ends 
up at the high school,” Superintendent of Port Angeles 
Schools Jane Pryne said, “not all students, but probably 
about 98%, and if we started long-term facilities work 
at the elementary school level, some students would 
be going through construction their entire educational 
career in the Port Angeles School District.  We figured 
it would be best to start with the high school.  It’s also 
a focal part for the community with all the events that 
happen there, so we felt strongly about the need to  
build a new high school.” 

The Directors approved a second recommendation 
to allow the Task Force more time to research the 
kindergarten through grade eight delivery models and 
infrastructure which most effectively address the School 
District’s long term facilities, technology and educational 
needs.  The group will deliver a recommendation by June 
to the Board.

The School District recently issued a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) from qualified architectural and 
engineering firms to provide pre-bond planning services 
as a next step.  

“If the architectural and engineering team that’s hired 
determines the work cannot be completed for a February 
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2015 bond vote, the board may consider a later date,” 
Superintendent Pryne said.

The firm selected will be expected to provide pre-bond 
services that develop scope and costs which will then 
be used for the future 2015 bond effort. If the bond 
passes, the design team selected through this RFQ 
process may be expected to provide full architectural 
and engineering services for subsequent development 
of these projects and possibly other School District 
capital project efforts.

The Long-Range Facilities Task Force was charged 
with long-range planning for the School District’s 
facilities, technology services and educational support 
functions. Task Force members – about 60 staff, parents 
and community members – evaluated economic 
and demographic projections which represented 
anticipated enrollment capacity needed over the next 
five, ten and twenty years to adequately serve the 
community. Additionally, the Task Force evaluated the 
current physical condition and technological value 
of all school district properties.  It will continue its 
work through June to research kindergarten through 
grade eight delivery models and infrastructure that 
effectively address the School District’s demographic 
changes and long term needs.

For information on bond developments and 
planning, visit www.portangelesschools.org 
for updates. The Task Force final report, minutes 
from meetings and research materials are online 
at www.portangelesschools.org/parents/
facilitiestaskforce2013.html.

NOTES 
From the Superintendent

Our students are half way through the 2013-14 school year, and what a great year it’s been!   With late summer news our schools qualified  for full day kindergarten State funding, our administrators and  
teachers rallied together to plan for full days of learning for our youngest students,  the future high school graduating class of 2026.   Kudos to our incredible staff for getting the work done — teachers were hired, transportation arrangements set, classroom space ensured,  student placements arranged - all in time for a September start date.  Our School Board approved the hiring of counselors at all our schools, enabling us to place half-time counselors at our elementary school sites and Lincoln High School.  With the State’s focus on teacher evalu-ation, our School District also initiated its new Teacher and Principal Evaluation Project.  Our leadership team has been working together for the past year to prepare for this rigorous new evaluation system which will benefit everyone — teacher, principals and students.We still have a full year of work ahead as we look forward to welcom-ing a new superintendent July 1.  We are preparing for a 2015 capital bond vote, plus a maintenance and operations levy the same year.Thank you for your continuous support of our students and schools.  With your partnership, we can continue to prepare our children and community for a successful future.  If you have questions or com-ments for me or the Directors, please send them to info@portangelesschools.org.

Best wishes, 

— Dr.  Jane Pryne, Superintendent

SUPERINTENDENT SEARCH
The Port Angeles School District Board of Directors welcomes and encourages 
input regarding the hiring of a new superintendent to lead our schools. Superin-
tendent Jane Pryne has announced her retirement effective June 30, 2014. 

“The Board is committed to a very transparent search process,” Board President 
Steve Baxter said. “We intend to involve students, staff, community members, 
and local business and community leaders in the search process for our new 
superintendent.” 

Feedback from a survey and meetings to determine qualities sought in a new 
superintendent, as well as a timeline for the hiring process, is posted online at 
www.portangelesschools.org.  Look for Superintendent Search for updates.



Partnering to Support Students’ Health
Nearly 60% of elementary school children in Washington 
State have experienced dental decay, reports the 
Washington Dental Service Foundation.  “Dental decay 
is the single most common chronic disease of early 
childhood.” 

Three years ago Port Angeles representatives from 
Volunteers in Medicine of the Olympics, First Step Family 
Support Center, Head Start and the Port Angeles School 
District met with Monika Foro, SmileMobile clinic manager, 
of the Foundation, and agreed to jumpstart oral health 
for children in the Port Angeles community through 
SmileMobile visits.  The SmileMobile, a mobile dental office, 
brings oral care services to children who have limited 
access to care.  The group agreed the schools would be the 
best to host the SmileMobile, and applications would be 

taken city-wide during the annual 
Port Angeles Back to School event.

 “Enrollments for SmileMobile 
checkups filled up within the first 
two hours of the event,” said Tina 
Smith-O’Hara, Port Angeles School 
District communications specialist.  
“Since then SmileMobile has been 
a regular visitor to our schools, 
and has served over 300 students 
and their family members in the 

Foundation Supports Student Activities

past three years.  We are fortunate to have SmileMobile 
returning to our community in March.” See SCHOOL NOTES 
announcement.

With the arrival of Sea Mar Community Health Centers in 
Port Angeles, Dr. Rob Piñón, dental manager, has been 
involved in community dental care outreach, completing 
dental checks for children in local preschools and care 
centers.  

“We recently were able to give an oral health presentation 
to students at Lincoln High School, “said Piñón, “and 
afterwards we provided oral screenings to several students.  
A few weeks later we provided oral screenings to over 
40 students at Stevens Middle School.  The students 
at both schools were engaged in learning about oral 
health and how it relates to their overall health.  We 
found an overwhelming majority of these students have 
progressively decaying teeth and need regular dental care.  
Our new dental office in Port Angeles is able to provide this 
care or give referrals to dentists that can.  We look forward 
to our continued partnership with the schools in hopes that 
every student is provided with oral health education and 
the opportunity to have a dental home where their dental 
needs can be met.”   

For information about the school district and these two health 
partners, send an email to 
tsmithohara@portangelesschools.org.

With its focus on three programs – school and teacher 
grants; the student needs program which supplies 
clothing, school supplies and counseling to students who 
could not otherwise afford them; and the scholarship 
program that currently administers 31 scholarships for 
high school graduates – the Port Angeles Education 
Foundation makes a huge difference in the lives of Port 
Angeles students.  

As a result of a brainstorming session on how to 
encourage more student involvement in school activities, 
and more specifically what might prevent them from 
participating, the Foundation purchased Associated 
Student Body (ASB) cards for Port Angeles High School 
students needing that extra support to become active at 
their school – enabling them to attend athletic events and 
student plays, plus secure additional benefits gained from 
this student leadership directed fund.  

“The ASB card is the first step in many extracurricular 
activities,” Foundation President Mark Urnes said, “and 
if it isn’t affordable, then the students may not ever 
get involved.  Simple math told us the Foundation 
probably couldn’t afford to underwrite the cost of 
all students who qualified for the free and reduced 
lunch program, but we thought if we could get 
the incoming ninth graders involved, they would 
hopefully see the value of participation and find a 
way to afford future ASB cards.”

“I believe there were around 140 ASB cards provided on 
registration day,” he added, “with an additional 15 or so 
distributed since then.”

The funds to pay for the cards came from generous 
donations from community members to the Foundation’s 
general fund. “Thanks to the guidance of Steve Methner, 
Steve Charno and the other members of the finance 
committee,” Urnes explained, “the endowment has grown 
to the point where we are able to consider some ideas that 
would have previously been out of reach. We are optimistic 
for continuation, and maybe even expansion, of this 
program and the creation of new programs in the future.”

As part of its annual fundraising effort, the Foundation 
will hold its fundraising dinner on Friday, April 25, 2014 at 
C’est Si Bon Restaurant. This year’s guest speaker will be 
Jill M. Brandenberger, a research scientist at the Coastal 
Biogeochemistry Group, Pacific Northwest National Marine 
Science Laboratory. For reservations, or to make a donation, 
visit www.portangeleseducationfoundation.org.

Dr. Rob Piñón talks with 
Lincoln High School 

students about dental care.

I am definitely a Pacific Northwest 
girl. I like playing in the woods. I don’t 
mind getting rained on and I still scoff 
at umbrellas. I grew up digging clams. 
Something very few people in Walla 
Walla can say. The Port Angeles school 
system strongly influenced me in a 
few major ways. I was able to play the 
cello from fourth grade until freshman 

year, and the bassoon from eighth grade to early sophomore 
year. Music taught me how to work towards practice, 
patience and precision. It also taught me how to bring a bit 
of myself into the piece, otherwise you are just playing notes 
on a page and the listener can tell the difference. You can 
bring that philosophy into many walks of life. 

I was able to develop a multicultural view. In eighth grade, 
I was lucky enough to be able to join my French teacher, 
Stacey Buckley Sanders, on a trip to London and France. 
In freshman year at PAHS, I started working with the 
annual Sister City Exchange with Mutsu City and Tanabu 
High School. I was able to go on a Sister City Exchange 
that year, and we hosted each year afterwards. I was an 
exchange student with the Rotary to Fukuoka, Japan on 
Kyushu Island. These experiences may seem limited, but 
they fueled my love for travel, meeting and learning from 
people, culture and language. 

During my sophomore year, I got really into the astronomy 
club. I was the vice president of the ASB and the student 
liaison on the school improvement team junior year. I was 
also a part of the multicultural club for two years. During 
my senior year, I was asked to be the student ambassador 
to the Multi Cultural Task Force that started in Port Angeles 
after speaking out at a town meeting held to address the 
series of events of intolerance aimed at plains clothes Coast 
Guard officers in 2001. Honestly, at times I overextended 
myself while in high school, but in the end all of these extra 
curricular activities enriched my life. 

I recently opened up a private acupuncture and herbal 
medicine practice in Walla Walla called the Thompson 
Family Acupuncture Clinic - www.thompsonacupuncture.
org.  I treat a wide variety of health concerns, and I blog 
regularly about health, wellness and Chinese medicine 
at www.stickoutyourtongue.org. For fun, I like to cross 
country ski, snowboard, backpack, cycle and generally play 
outdoors.

Thompson has a BA in 
Studio Art from Whitman 
College and a Master’s 
in Acupuncture and 
Oriental Medicine from the 
Oregon College of Oriental 
Medicine in Portland. 

Lindsey Thompson 
PAHS Class of 2002
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“We had the makings of an incredible tutor mentor 
program the last few years at Port Angeles High School,” 
said district communications specialist Tina Smith-O’Hara.  
“Engaging and dedicated AmeriCorps members staffed 
the campus tutor center, and enthusiasm reigned high for 
the members’ support to the learning process, not just for 
their academic knowledge but for their intuitive ability to 
connect with students on a social and emotional level.” 

“Although we  no longer have AmeriCorps funding in 
our schools this year,” Port Angeles High School Principal 
Garry Cameron said, “we are excited to continue this 
academic support work through financial help from our 
local partners. With great hope for its sustainable success, 
we are excited to open the Tutor Mentor Center at the high 
school beginning in February.  This would not have been 

possible without the support 
of local organizations that 

funded a half time position 
to lead and oversee 
the implementation 
of activities in the 
Center.”

“We are grateful 
for grant support 
from the Albert 
Haller Foundation 
and to the Kiwanis 
of Port Angeles for 
sponsoring the 

TV broadcasting, Steam Punk Social, cosmetology and 
composites training, culinary arts and commercial arts . . . 
These are just a few North Olympic Peninsula Skills Center 
courses students can learn skills in and earn credits.  A positive 
and productive way to plan for high school graduation credits 
while learning lifelong career skills!  

Skills Center Director Ron Craig reports a brisk first semester 
at the Lincoln Center site.  “Many great things have been 
happening for our students. This fall our state-of-the-arts 
composites program received a $75,000 dollar grant from the 
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction.  The grant 
will allow for the purchase of a walk-in freezer system and 
consumable products to mirror composites production  
in industry.”

“A tremendous donation was made to the Broadcast Media/
PATV program,” Craig added.  “Darwin Gearey donated over 

Tutor Mentor Program Starts with 
Help of Local Partners 

Skills Center - A Happening Place!  
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$100,000 worth of equipment to our media class.  The 
donation included cameras, green screens, an editing 
console and editing equipment. Instructor Lisa Hitt and her 
class, and the entire Skills Center, are very grateful to Mr. 
Gearey for his kind donation. “

A program to keep your eye on, Broadcast Media/PATV 
streamed the Port Angeles High School Holiday Concert 
live online at ustream.tv/channel/patv-broadcasting.   It 
was the first-ever live video streaming of the event.  Look for 
more of these kinds of events in the near future. 

The Cosmetology program is now under the Skills Center 
direction and is housed at 1222 East Front Street with 
instructors Heidi Bronsink  and Susan Witherow at the helm.  
“We are excited to develop this growing and highly sought-
out program,” said Craig.  

“Our most creative event held recently was organized 
by instructor Melissa Klein and her Commercial Arts 
Entrepreneur students - the first ever Steam Punk Social,” 
Craig reported.  “A collaborative event, Commercial Arts 
students partnered with Denise Dahll and her Culinary Arts 
class.  Music, art, costumes and culinary goodies were the 
theme of the night. People from all walks of life joined the 
fun and enjoyed the music, art and food.” 

To learn more about Skills Center programs, to enroll in courses, 
and to be a part of the fun, call the North Olympic Peninsula 
Skills Center today at 360.565.1533.

grant request,” explained Smith-O’Hara.  “In addition, 
we received funds from the Port Angeles Education 
Foundation and The Whatton Family Fund of the Clallam 
Community Foundation, administered by United Way of 
Clallam County specifically for this high school program.”

 “We’re half way through the school year and starting up 
a new semester,” Cameron continued.  “It’s a perfect time 
for someone to come on board and help students kick off 
a successful second half of their school year. We already 
have great teachers and staff, and having the additional 
support will really give those students needing extra help 
a real boost.”

“Center staff will play a huge role in supporting the 
academic success of students,” he said.  

Main offerings through the Center will be to assist 
students with math, science, reading and writing and 
other academic needs; serve as a tutor in classrooms as 
time or need permits; assist Pollanz Promise Scholars 
as part of the Education Foundation’s commitment to 
fund future college scholarships; serve as part of the 
Youth United volunteer service partnership; and provide 
opportunities for community volunteers to get involved 
in the Center.  

For more information about the Tutor Mentor Program, to 
volunteer, or to offer funding support, please send an email 
to tsmithohara@portangelesschools.org.

Port Angeles was a great 
place to grow up.  I was 
raised on five acres with 
a mountain right behind 
our house, so this allowed 
me to roam and play just 
about where ever I wanted 
to go. Today I still enjoy 
the outdoors, and since I 
have been in college, I have 

really discovered my passion for climbing. I spend a 
lot of time climbing just east of Ellensburg across the 
Columbia by the Gorge.

As far as how Port Angeles schools influenced me, 
I didn’t know it at the time but the Career Technical 
Education (CTE) program at Port Angeles High School 
offers an extremely wide variety of classes which allows 
students to explore these skills further. I was able to 
take a lot of machining classes in high school, and this 
allowed me to acquire a job to help fund my schooling.  

 I consider Mr. Mike Frick and Mr. Tim Branham my 
mentors. I have spent countless school hours in both 
of their shops - machining and woodworking - and 
I still spend time there when I’m in town. Over the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday weekend, I served as a 
judge for both of their regional SkillsUSA competitions. 
These two teachers helped me see how important CTE 
classes are… Taking these classes made me realize I 
want to become a CTE educator.   

My senior year in high school, I competed in SkillsUSA 
regionally and qualified for national competition in 
Kansas City for precision machining. This made me feel 
great. It was an excellent experience competing with 
the best students from other states. The events took 
place in several buildings, and from one end to the 
other, occupied space of about 3/4 of a mile long! There 
were all sorts of competitions going on at the same 
time, anything from HVAC (heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning) to nursing to welding competitions.    

I also participated on the Track and Cross Country 
teams. These activities, including SkillsUSA, made 
me strive towards my goals and push my mental and 
physical limits.  

 I am currently attending Central Washington University 
and will earn a Bachelor of Science degree in technical 
education in June. After graduation I plan to pursue 
a career in this field. I would really enjoy working in a 
welding/fabrication/machine shop environment. 

To view additional Tracking Student Success features, 
please visit www.portanglesschools.org. 

 To recommend a student success story, please send an 
email to tsmithohara@portangelesschools.org

David Branham 
PAHS Class of 2010
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NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: Port Angeles School District does 
not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, 
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual 
orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained 
dog guide or service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts 
and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: 
Director of Special Education, Section 504/ADA Coordinator; Deputy Associ-
ate Superintendent, Title IX Coordinator. These employees may be contacted 
at 216 East Fourth Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362, 360.457.8575. The Port 
Angeles School District will also take steps to assure that national origin 
persons who lack English language skills can participate in all education 
programs, services and activities. For information regarding translation 
services or transitional bilingual education programs, contact the Deputy 
Associate Superintendent located at 216 East Fourth Street, Port Angeles, 
WA 98362, 360.457.8575

School Notes
MARCH 3 – KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATIONS BEGINS
Kindergarten registration for the 2014-15 school year begins Monday, March 3, 2014 for 
eligible students. Parents or guardians are encouraged to register their children early to 
ensure the most efficient placement for all students. 

Children must be 5 years old prior to September 1, 2014 to enroll for the 2014-15 
school year. Parents or guardians are asked to provide the child’s birth certificate and 
immunization record.  Register at your neighborhood school, Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. March 3 through June 27, 2014. Registration re-opens on Monday, 
August 18, 2014 and continues through the opening of the 2014-15 school year. If you 
need more information to determine which elementary school to enroll your student, or if 
you have any questions, call Central Services staff at 360.457.8575.  Pupil Transportation 
staff can also assist with school boundary questions; call for assistance at 360.452.9714.

STUDENTS SPONSOR ANNUAL TALENT SHOW FUNDRAISER
The Port Angeles High School Leadership Class will host its Annual Benefit Talent Show 
Friday, February 28 at 7:00 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center, 304 East Park Avenue.  
Talent from all over the Olympic Peninsula is expected to present a wide-range of  
entertainment, and community members are encouraged to attend this annual  
successful and fun event. 

Each year leadership students select a family who is experiencing a health challenge 
to be the beneficiary of talent show proceeds.  “Justine Raphael is our beneficiary this 
year,” reported Dana Snell, advisor of the student group.  “Her son Ian is a senior and 
the ASB president. Justine was recently diagnosed with stage-four breast cancer.  We 
are excited to be able to support one of own student’s family.  We know there are many 
families in need so we hope we can make a difference for one.” 

Tickets for the show will be sold at the door the night of the show - $8 per adult, $5 
per student, and $20 for a family of four. A silent auction will be held prior to the show; 
doors open at 6:15 p.m. For more information or to find out how you can help, email Snell 
at dsnell@portangelesschools.org. 

SMILEMOBILE RETURNS – APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE
The SmileMobile, a modern dental office on wheels, returns to Jefferson Elementary 
March 10 through 21, 2014.  Staff will schedule appointments with new clients, as well 
as schedule follow-up visits with clients from previous SmileMobile visits. Any families 
interested in the SmileMobile program should arrange an appointment for their chil-
dren by Friday, February 28 by calling SmileMobile staff at 1.888.286.9105.  Interested 
in helping SmileMobile staff with on-site registration? Send an email to tsmithohara@
portangelesschools.org.

2012-13 SCHOOL PERFORMANCE BROCHURES RELEASED
Pick up copies from Central Services or your neighborhood school.  Information is 
available on the district website, www.portangelesschools.org.

Fifteen Washington school boards were named in November 2013 as Boards of Distinction 
by the Washington State School Directors’ Association.  Congratulations to our Port Angeles 
School District Directors - Lonnie Linn, Steve Baxter, Dr. Patti Happe, Cindy Kelly and Sarah 
Methner – for your inclusion in this distinctive group this year.  Thank you for your service to 
Port Angeles students and their families!

“Each of these boards has excelled in school governance,” said Debbie Long, president of the 
association. “The boards had to rigorously document how their work was making a real differ-
ence for students. They are exceptional models of effective school boards.”

The annual Boards of Distinction program honors school boards that demonstrate effective 
use of the Washington School Board Standards. The standards, developed and adopted by 
WSSDA in 2009, promote research-based governance practices that lead to high levels of 
student and district achievement. 

The Washington State School Directors’ Association is comprised of all 1,477 school board 
members from Washington’s 295 school districts. The districts they lead serve more than one 
million students, have a combined annual budget of nearly $10 billion, and employ more than 
160,000 people.

Volunteer in Your Schools
If you would like to volunteer in our Port Angeles schools, please call the Central Services 
Building at 360.457.8575, or call your neighborhood school to find out how you may get  

involved. Thank you to all our volunteers who offer so many learning opportuni-
ties to our students and staff!  Visit www.

portangelesschools.org/administration/
volunteers.html to learn more about 

volunteer activities.

Across the Board

Like us on 
Facebook!


