
through education, training and the transitions and 
problem solving that go along with a program like 
this,” she added, “that, and manage the day-to-day 
recordkeeping, partnerships, financial planning and 
assorted obligations. Her goal is to make this as good 
an experience for the members as it is for our students.”

AmeriCorps members’ service focus is primarily on 
tutor mentor activities for at-risk or struggling students.  
They provide academic support during the school day 
and after school.

“Their main objective is to help students who need 
one-on-one time,” explained Gentry, “to provide 
attention from someone other than their teacher or 
paraeducator that they can form a solid relationship 
with, so they are excited to come to school.”

“If you meet an AmeriCorps member,” Gentry said, 
“please thank them for their service. Members only 
make about $900 for full time work.  They gain 
a memorable experience, and are eligible for an 
education award at the end of service.  Still, it’s a huge 
commitment for not so much financial return.”

Member Cecilia Warfield is from Texas and says her 
AmeriCorps position at Jefferson is “the best job I’ve 

ever had!  I love this job!” A typical 
day might find Warfield helping 

second and fifth grade 
students with writing 

or math work.  She 
recently was awarded 
a Port Angeles 
Education Foundation 
grant to direct a 
Christmas Wizard of 

Oz. “This kind of 
outside school 
program 
supports 
academic 
performance,” 
she said.
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Foundation Supports Schools
Interventionists Hired

Serve Washington, formerly the Washington Commission 
for National and Community Service, announced in 
August 2015 the Port Angeles School District is among ten 
organizations in Washington State awarded a grant this 
year to administer AmeriCorps national service programs.

The School District was awarded $219,200 for the first 
year in a three-year grant cycle to help fund AmeriCorps 
members during the 2015-16 school year. Thirteen 
members now serve in Port Angeles schools - five 
elementary schools, Port Angeles and Lincoln High 
Schools and Stevens Middle School.  One member is 
based at Crescent School District and is shared at all levels 
based on student need.  

“The School District knows the great value AmeriCorps 
members offer through service in our schools,” Tina 
Smith-O’Hara, communication and community relations 
coordinator for the School District said. “The former 
program in Clallam County, hosted by the Olympic 
Peninsula YMCA, is well known as having made successful, 
significant and unique contributions to student academic 
success in our schools.”

“We are excited about this opportunity,” she said, “and we 
are confident we can build and grow the program, starting 
with Port Angeles and Crescent School Districts, with the 
intention to grow the program Peninsula-wide in 
the future.”

“We are especially thankful to have 
Michell Gentry in the driver’s seat as our 
AmeriCorps Program coordinator,” 
added Smith-O’Hara. “She hit the 
ground running in mid-August and 
continues to do so every day!” 

“Michell’s main role is to support 
the members 

AmeriCorps Team is Back!
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“We have secured partnerships for the first year,” Gentry noted. 
“Besides Crescent Schools and the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, our 
members also serve at the Boys and Girls Club of the Olympic 
Peninsula in Port Angeles, the North Olympic Library System and 
the YMCA. Other partners are also on board, including Sodexo Food 
Services. Funding partners such as the Port Angeles Education 
Foundation, Albert Haller Foundation, Benjamin N. Phillips Memorial 
Fund, the Walls Family, and the Whatton Family Foundation allow 
us to be in compliance with our duty to provide matching funds for 
the grant. We are thankful for their support and are hopeful we can 
expand the program’s partnerships and resources each year.”  

To learn more, visit Corporation for National & Community Service 
online: www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps. 

From the SuperintendentThank you to our outgoing school board directors – Steve Baxter, Dr. Patti Happe and Lonnie Linn – for their many years of service to the Port Angeles School District.  And, congratulations to our new School Board direc-tors, Dr. Joshua Jones and Susan Shotthafer, who were elected in November and sworn in to office in December. 
Thank you, Dr. Sandy Long, who stepped forward, applied, interviewed and 
was appointed unanimously for the vacant director positon. The three, along 
with Directors Cindy Kelly and Sarah Methner and student representative Elijah Dumdie, are already wholeheartedly involved in supporting school district business and adopted school assignments.You’ll notice several administrative shifts prior to the recruitment of a permanent assistant superintendent to replace Dr. Gerald Gabbard who has 

resigned to accept an appointment as associate professor in the College of Education at Concordia University. Stevens Principal Chuck Lisk will assume 
Gerald’s role on an interim basis and Renee Lancaster, presently the assistant 
principal at Stevens, will serve as interim principal, serving Stevens in place of 
Chuck.  We applaud both of these individuals for accepting the challenge.We’re continuing our facilities work and evaluation. Nolan Duce, our director 

of maintenance and facilities, will convene the 2016 Facilities Committee which will meet in January and February to review our facilities’ needs and previous committee work and recommendations.  We’ll wait to see what the 
Committee might recommend to our Directors and whether another bond election is in our future. You’ll be able to view minutes from the meetings on 
the district website. Look for Community > Capital Facilities Planning.Please note the Directors opted to extend the 2011-15 Strategic Plan through 

2016. All previous action items were completed or extended indefinitely and 
the directors developed new action items using the same goals and objec-tives developed in December 2013. You may review the Strategic Plan at www.portangelesschools.org – Administration > Strategic Plan.Best wishes for a continued great school year!— Marc Jackson, Ed.D. 



Commercial Arts Students Paint Mural 
North Olympic Peninsula Skills Center Commercial Arts 
Instructor Melissa Klein and her students unveiled the 
mural titled Port Angeles: Past, Present and Future they 
had painted for the Port Angeles School District’s Central 
Services Building in early fall.  

With a vision to bring the past, present, and future 
together in one piece of art, Superintendent Marc Jackson 
challenged Klein and the students to produce the piece of 
art. Local artist Jackson Smart provided his experience, and 
with Klein’s steady guidance and encouragement, students 
completed the mural.

“It was great for bonding and mixing each other’s style into 
one big painting, “ said Savannah Roberts. “Painting is my 
life, so I am very proud to say that I have art work hanging 
up in a public place.”

“I learned a lot about Port Angeles that I never knew,” said 
Shayla Neitzel, “the history of Port Angeles and what it 
looked like way back when, what it was like to live here… 
It was fun to be able to work with the other people in the 
class, see the difference in art style and just being around 
people you like being around.” 

 “I have never felt so close with a class of peers like I have 
with this class,” Chelsey Morse explained.  “We all had 
the same goal: to make good well-researched, accurate 
painting depicting everything good and honest about Port 
Angeles and the community.”

Mutsu City & Port Angeles Celebrate 20 Years

Jennifer Robbins learned many things from this mural 
project, “not just art wise, but learning how to share ideas, 
putting them in action, and how to work with others. I 
learned how to work with colors better and how to do 
better on proportions on buildings.”

Accompanying photo shows Klein and students who 
worked on the mural project. Left to right, back row: Shayla 
Neitzel, Jessica Peters, Oliver Wolf Shedd, Jayde Carmean, 
Jennifer Robbins, Bailey Taitano; left to right, front row: 
Melissa Klein, Savannah Roberts, Ryan Mani, Chelsea Morse, 
Lillian Eyl. Not pictured: Eric Ernst, Antony Franco.

To learn more about the Commercial Arts class and other 
classes offered at the North Olympic Skills Center for 
students, please visit: www.nopsc.org. 

The Port Angeles School District, its students, staff and 
families, the City of Port Angeles, and the Peninsula 
International Relations Association have hosted two 
delegations from Mutsu City, Japan during the 2015-16 
school year. The visits mark the 20th anniversary of the Port 
Angeles-Mutsu City sister city and sister school relationship.

The Tanabu Senior High School delegation of 39 students 
and their chaperones visited Port Angeles in October, 
and more recently, a Mutsu City delegation comprised of 
15 junior high students and their chaperones arrived in 
January to spend time with Stevens Middle School hosts. 

In a ceremony at Port Angeles City Hall January 7, 2016, 
students from Stevens and Mutsu spoke about what’s 
important regarding their respective cities, revealing more 
commonalities than differences between the two.  Stevens 
students Nacia Bohman and Maizie Tucker and Mutsu City 
students Mano Shiroyama and Yuki Nakata, signed a joint 
statement celebrating the qualities of Port Angeles and 
Mutsu City. The agreement reads as follows:

Mutsu City and Port Angeles City have built a strong 
friendship on understanding each other’s nature, culture, 

economy, and sightseeing 
since signing the sister city 

agreement on August 
13th, 1995.

In celebration of the 20th Anniversary of our sister city 
relationship we promise to continue to strengthen the 
bonds of friendship between us as Junior High School 
students.  In commemoration of our deep friendship we 
present this joint statement.

1.) We promise to continue to protect the beautiful nature 
seen in both our cities.

2.) We promise to continue to love the local foods, products 
and festivals of our cities and to share with others about the 
specialties of our cities.

3.) We promise to preserve the traditional foods and culture 
of our cities and pass these things on to the next generation.

4.) We promise to have pride as representatives of our 
countries and to cooperate with people from other 
countries to help solve global problems.

“I am so glad that I was able to have these experiences 
with Mutsu,” Bohman said.  “It helped me be aware of the 
pros and cons in my own town, and realize that other 
places all over the world are having the same problems 
as us. What really amazes me, is now after 20 years of the 
relationship, the students are the ones taking charge to 
change the world.” 

“This involvement in this program has impacted my life 
as well as my look and experience with the Japanese 
culture,” added Tucker. “These friendships that were 
made that week, I know, will be forever friendships and 
the sister city promise will be forever kept.”

I always felt like Port Angeles 
was the best place to live. We 
had both the mountains and 
the water, and everyone knew 
everyone else.  As an adult, I 
love that many of my friends 
are people I have known since 
I was in first grade at Monroe 
School.  It has made me feel like 
everyone I meet is potentially a 
lifelong friend.

One of my favorite memories happened in elementary 
school.  I lived behind the Mil-Key Farm store then.  All 
the kids in the neighborhood waited for the bus together 
and we would often play Red Rover or Dead Rabbit.  Mr. 
Kenney was our principal and every now and again he 
would come by and join in the game with us … as long as 
we weren’t playing in the actual street.  I always wondered 
if “city” kids got to do that too.

The most impactful program I was involved 
with at Port Angeles High School was Junior 
Achievement. It was a program for young 
entrepreneurs.  We created small whiteboards 
before they were an everyday item.  The 
program exposed me to a group of students I 
had never interacted with before. I still use some of the 
business skills I learned then as I plan projects and try to 
serve the community I live in.

 I am currently working for the Port Angeles School 
District as the AmeriCorps Program coordinator. I have the 
opportunity to bring young people to our community to 
give service in our schools as mentors/tutors.  

One of the best things I do for myself is serve as an advisor 
for the YMCA Youth and Government Program.  This year 
will be my 25th season.  The chance to be with smart, 
driven teens each week keeps me learning and growing 
and is my idea of fun. We have 28 students this year and 
we are preparing for the Youth Legislative Session in 
May.  (We need to raise about $13,000 dollars to get that 
many students there! Want to help? Write to mgentry@
portangelesschools.org)

I spent 23 years in the YMCA serving the communities 
I lived in and have a strong belief in the power of 
community and want nothing more than to instill that 
belief in the kids and teens I work with. In the future, I plan 
to run for a seat in the Washington State Senate.

To view additional Tracking Student Success features,  
please visit www.portangelesschools.org. 

To recommend a student success story, please send an 
email to tsmithohara@portangelesschools.org.

Michell Gentry
PAHS Class of 1986

Tracking Student Success:

ADVOCACY  •   ACHIEVEMENT  •   ACCOUNTABILITY2

Left to right, Raven Sharpe, Nacia Bohman and 
Alisandra Baccus welcome Mutsu City guests.



Thanks to the Port Angeles Education Foundation, YMCA, 
and a local supporter of the arts and sciences, thirteen Port 
Angeles High School Science Club students attended an 
Astrobiology concert at Benaroya Hall, also in November. 
Origins: Life and the Universe featured new symphonic 
music created by eight Seattle composers and performed 
by the Northwest Sinfonia Orchestra and accompanied by 
images from space.

Thanks to the Port Angeles Education Foundation, its 
members and guests, $6,545 was raised at its annual 
fundraising dinner last spring through the Pass the Hat for 
Kids fundraiser. Funds raised allowed the purchase of two 
basses for the Port Angeles High School orchestra.

Hold the Date:  This year’s annual fundraiser will be held 
Friday, March 11, 2016 at the Red Lion, 5:00 p.m. social hour 

followed by a 6:00 p.m. dinner and program.  
Guest speaker will be Leigh Morgan, chief 
operating officer for the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation in Seattle, Washington.

Visit the PAEF website at www.
portangeleseducationfoundation.
org to learn more about the 
Foundation, its fundraiser, or if you’d 
like to make a donation.

may be similar to R.A.D.D., Rough Riders Against Destructive 
Decisions, a program some may remember. It’s important to 
utilize peer pressure in a positive direction.” 

“I will also focus on assisting students who have substance 
use in their homes and teach students how to deal with 
that kind of stress,” he added, “plus give individual attention 
to students that use drugs or alcohol themselves from low 
level prevention to substance dependence. For students 
struggling with chemical dependency, I will be utilizing a 
strong intervention approach.”

Strengthening Families Program 
Grasseth has announced Strengthening Families begins 
February 2 at Stevens Middle School.  The free program, 
which meets weekly on Tuesdays for seven sessions, is 
offered for parents, caregivers and youth (ages 10 to 14 
years). 

“Parents will learn what to expect from their adolescent 
children,” Grasseth explained, “and hear about tools for 
effectively parenting teens, how to set limits, and how to 
show love during the pre-teen and teen years. Youth will 
learn about how to resist peer pressure, how to handle angry 
feelings and manage stress, how to choose positive friends, 
and how to show appreciation for their parents.” 

Call Grasseth for sign up information at 360.565.1786 or 
email her at lgrasseth@portangelesschools.org.

The Port Angeles Education Foundation strives to provide 
support for students and programs and promote creativity, 
innovation and excellence in partnership with the Port 
Angeles School District. 

At a recent school board meeting, President Chris Riffle 
reported on funding for three primary focus areas for the 
Foundation’s work:  School and Teacher Grants, Student 
Needs and Scholarships.

In the 2015-16 school year, 24 School and Teacher Grants 
were awarded to school district staff and teachers totaling 
$30,992.

In 2015-16, the Student Needs Fund has assisted 111 
students with clothing, coats, shoes and graduation gowns 
totaling $5,591 and 17 students with counseling and 
eyeglasses totaling $5,179. 

In June 2015, the PAEF awarded $128,050 - 40 scholarships 
to 36 graduating seniors from 17 
scholarship funds.

Here’s a few examples of support 
which recently benefited Port 
Angeles High School students: 

Thanks to support from the Port 
Angeles Education Foundation, 
YMCA, and AmeriCorps, 19 Port 
Angeles High School Science Club 
students attended Dr. Julianne 
Delcanton’s lecture Building 
the Universe, Piece by Piece at 
the University of Washington in 
November.

Leeann Grasseth and Alexander Teel joined the Port Angeles 
School District staff team full-time in December as drug 
and alcohol interventionists at the secondary school level.  
Grasseth serves at Stevens Middle School and Teel is based at 
Port Angeles High School.  

Grasseth and Teel provide counseling support, case 
management, academic coaching and referral to students 
who are at risk of dropping out of school; students 
significantly impacted by alcohol, tobacco and drug use 
and/or abuse; or youth in need of assistance to successfully 
transition from incarceration back to school and/or 
community.

“I am very passionate about assisting youth, families and 
the community build strength and foster resiliency,” said 
Grasseth. “Prevention is a universal approach. I will be 
working with youth who may not have substance use 
affecting their lives. Intervention is a targeted approach to 
helping youth.” 

“I will provide prevention in the classrooms during extended 
learning time, conduct group sessions using Life Skills and 
Second Steps curriculum, and work individually with youth 
that may be impacted by family substance use or their own 
use, tobacco use, self-harm and those that may be having 
thoughts of suicide.”

“I will work with students and clubs who have an interest in 
helping youth make healthy choices,” Teel explained. “This 

Foundation Supports Students, Schools 

Drug and Alcohol Interventionists Hired  
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Growing up in Port Angeles 
has given me a heart for 
this town. It’s a town of 
inspiring beauty yet it has 
experienced its fair share of 
struggles and pain. 

My experience at PAHS as 
a student is largely what 
has led me to want to work 

there. My sister Stephanie Caldwell passed away a 
little over a year ago by suicide. I can’t drive through 
Port Angeles or go near the 8th Street bridges 
without thinking about her and the drug issues that 
exist in our town. 

In high school, I was the president of a club called 
Rough Riders Against Destructive Decisions (RADD). 
One of our tasks was to receive training and teach 
what we had learned to the freshman class. We 
taught students about the dangers of tobacco and 
showed them ways advertising targets teenagers. I 
remember attending those classes as a senior with a 
big bag of Jolly Ranchers and throwing them to kids 
to encourage participation. I now have the same 
size bag in my office for when I go into the freshman 
Health class. I have picked up where I left off…

I also participated in track and field and the 
Astronomy Club. These gave me a sense of 
belonging which I really needed after leaving the 
“party” crowd. These clubs and extracurricular 
activities were very important to me and helped 
redeem my high school experience. I remember 
being influenced by the inspirational speeches of 
my coaches, especially from Dwayne Johnson who is 
now the district athletic director. 

As the drug and alcohol interventionist at PAHS. I 
am really looking forward to the challenge of doing 
all that I can to help with the substance abuse issue 
on campus. I know that I may not be able to solve 
the whole problem, but I am excited to have this 
opportunity to do all I can.

It’s been an interesting transition from my former 
career as a plumber. I have been to Africa three 
times visiting the Masai Tribe to work on small relief 
projects. My Masai name is Lemayan which means 
“blessings or the blessed one” because the first time 
I went there they were in drought, and it rained the 
day I arrived and the day I left. 

 To view additional Tracking Student Success features,  
please visit www.portangelesschools.org. 

To recommend a student success story, please send an 
email to tsmithohara@portangelesschools.org.

Accompanying photo shows PAHS Orchestra 
Director Ron Jones with students Curan 
Bradley  (left) and Robbie Bolton (right).

A.J. Teel
PAHS Class of 2003
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Newly-elected School Board Directors Joshua Jones and Susan Shotthafer, who were 
elected as directors for the Port Angeles School District in November, were sworn in to 
office by Judge Erik Rohrer at the Thursday, December 10 board meeting. They will serve 
four year terms in office.

The Directors unanimously appointed Dr. Sandy Long as a director at a January 7 
special meeting.  She replaces Rick Marti who was elected in the November election 
but resigned prior to the swearing-in due to personal reasons.  Long will serve until 
December 2017.

Director Cindy Kelly was elected as Board president and Sarah Methner will serve as vice 
president.  They were elected for one year terms in these roles.

President Cindy Kelly
Phone: 360.452.9413
Email: ctkelly@olypen.com

Vice President Sarah Methner
Phone: 360.460.9730
Email: smethner@portangelesschools.org

Director Joshua Jones, M.D.
Phone: 360.797.1844
Email: jjones@portangelesschools.org 

Director Susan Shotthafer 
Phone: 360.452.4393
Email: sshotthafer@portangelesschools.org

Director Sandy Long, Ph.D.
Phone: 360.452.9010 
Email: slong@portangelesschools.org 

New Directors Take Office

Vision
All Port Angeles School District students will 
reach high standards and graduate prepared 
with knowledge, skills, and abilities to choose 
a successful future.

Mission
The Port Angeles School District creates and 
sustains learning communities that prepare 
each student to live, work, and learn success-
fully in a changing world.
NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY: Port Angeles School District does 
not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, 
race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military 
status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or 
the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following employees have been designated to handle questions and 
complaints of alleged discrimination: Director of Special Education, 
Section 504/ADA Coordinator; Assistant Superintendent, Title IX 
Coordinator. These employees may be contacted at 216 East Fourth 
Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362, 360.457.8575. The Port Angeles 
School District will also take steps to assure that national origin 
persons who lack English language skills can participate in all edu-
cation programs, services and activities. For information regarding 
translation services or transitional bilingual education programs, 
contact the Assistant Superintendent located at 216 East Fourth 
Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362, 360.457.8575
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Port Angeles, WA 98362
360.457.8575
www.portangelesschools.org

Editor: Tina Smith-O’Hara
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Questions or Comments?
Write to us at:  Visions 
c/o Port Angeles School District, 
216 E. Fourth St., Port Angeles, WA 98362, 
or call 360.457.8575

ELIST News
Receive School District news by email. 

Send your email address to  
info@portangelesschools.org  

or sign up online at: 
www.portangelesschools.org.

PORT ANGELES SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Port Angeles High School Leadership Class will host its 7th Annual Benefit & Talent Show on 
Friday, February 12 at 7:00 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center, 304 East Park Avenue. 

Each year leadership students select a community member who is experiencing a health 
challenge to be the beneficiary of talent show proceeds. 

“The funds raised this year will benefit Jaime Campos,” said Leadership Class Advisor Pam 
Helpenstell.  “Our theme, I Love You to the Moon and Back, was developed with Jaime’s family.  They 
have helped him through his treatments, and the movie Inside Out has been an inspiration during 
his journey through treatment.”

Campos was diagnosed in April 2015 with stage 4 squamous cell carcinoma, tonsillar cancer.

He is married to Stacy Campos. They have two daughters.  

Community members from all over the Olympic Peninsula are expected to present a wide-range 
of entertainment, and everyone is encouraged to attend this annual and fun event. 

Tickets will be sold at the door the night of the show - $10 per adult, $5 per student, and $20 for a 
family of four.  A silent auction of donations from local businesses will be held prior to the show; 
doors open at 6:15 p.m. 

For more information, or to make a donation to the silent auction, phone Helpenstell at 
360.565.1529 or send an email to phelpenstell@portangelesschools.org. 

To learn more, visit  
www.portangelesschools.org > 
Administration.

Meeting agendas and supporting 
documents are posted on BoardDocs,  
www.boarddocs.com/wa/pasd/
Board.nsf, on Mondays prior to 
Thursday meetings.  School Board 
meetings are open to the public.

Accompanying photo shows directors, left to 
right, Cindy Kelly, Susan Shotthafer, Dr. Sandy 
Long, Dr. Joshua Jones and Sarah Methner.

PAHS Annual Talent Show Fundraiser 
Set for February 12

When President Barack Obama signed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) into law this 
morning [December 10, 2015], he put states back into the driver’s seat when it comes to 
education. ESSA replaces No Child Left Behind (NCLB) enacted in 2002. And it was long overdue. 
I applaud Senators Patty Murray and Lamar Alexander for their bipartisan efforts to do what’s 
best for students.

The intent behind NCLB was a good one: to raise standards, hold schools accountable, and 
eliminate the achievement gap. Most states have come a long way since 2002 as a result of 
NCLB. But the ultimate goal of NCLB, to get every student performing at grade-level by 2014, 
was impossible to achieve, in practice. 

Under ESSA, states can set their own goals and decide how to intervene in schools that need 
more support. State plans still must be approved by the Department of Education, but they 
have been promised more transparency in the process. 

Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction: www.k12.wa.us/Communications/
PressReleases2015/Statement-EveryStudentSucceedsAct.aspx

Statement: State Superintendent Randy 
Dorn on Every Student Succeeds Act


