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Differences Between a Levy and a Bond

The Port Angeles School District Board of Directors 
has approved two ballot items for the February 
10, 2015 special election: a two-year maintenance 
and operations levy and a capital facilities bond to 
construct a new facility to replace Port Angeles High 
School at its current site.

Bond and levy monies serve two completely 
different purposes. A maintenance and operations 
levy helps pay the annual cost of running the 
District’s schools. It funds school repairs, student 
transportation, and supports extracurricular 
activities such as athletics and music programs. 

Levy elections are typically held every two or four 
years to supplement state and federal funding. This 
election cycle, the School District is asking for a 
two-year levy, anticipating that the recent McCleary 
decision requiring Washington State to fully fund 
public education by 2018 will reduce future amounts 
of levy funding that the School District will need to 
request from voters. 

Bond money is used to construct and/or renovate 
school facilities. Capital facilities bond elections 
occur much less frequently and have a longer 
duration.

Two February 2015 Ballot Issues: 
The School District Levy & Bond 

Why Now?
The Levy

• The current four-year levy approved in 
February 2011 is due to expire in 2015. If 
approved, collection of the proposed levy 
on the February 10, 2015 ballot will not 
begin until 2016 - after the existing levy 
expires. 

The Bond

• Dry Creek and Jefferson Elementary bonds 
will be paid off in December 2015. The 
bond for a new high school will follow 
directly afterwards to create the least 
impact on taxpayers. 

• Current low interest rates on bond sales 
and competitive bidding for commercial 
projects indicate this is the right time to 
ask our community for funding.

• Construction costs are projected to 
increase 4% per year over the next several 
years. Building as soon as possible will 
protect against our community paying 
more in the future.

• Our current facilities have surpassed their 
expected lifespan. Although our custodial 
staff has done excellent work keeping our 
buildings student-ready, the high school’s 
aged facilities are no longer adequate to 
prepare our students for today’s careers. 
Physical limitations make it impossible to 
support advancements in technology and 
teaching methods.

• Maintenance costs will decrease with a 
newer facility. Existing mechanical and 
electrical systems grow increasingly more 
expensive to operate each year. An energy 
efficient school will significantly reduce 
annual maintenance costs.

Briefly, the February 10, 2015 Levy

The existing maintenance and operations levy, 
approved in February 2011, expires in 2015. The 
levy on the February 10th ballot is a replacement 
levy. It renews the current maintenance and 
operations levy and maintains levy funding for 
the School District for another two years 
through 2017. 

The estimated tax rate for the maintenance 
and operations levy is expected to be $3.26 per 
$1,000 of assessed property value, the same rate 
as 2015. Total fixed amounts being requested 
by the School District in this levy are $8,637,144 
in 2016 and $8,723,516 in 2017. See page 2 for 
additional information about the levy.

Briefly, the February 10, 2015 Bond

The 25 year capital facilities bond request in the 
amount of $98,254,000 will fund construction 
of a replacement high school at the existing Port 
Angeles High School site and the renovation of 
the current PAHS Performing Arts Center. See 
page 3 for additional information about the bond.

 

Visit *2015 Levy and Bond Information* online at www.portangelesschools.org for updated 
information about the February 10, 2015 maintenance and operations levy and 

the bond to build a new high school.

Information About The 

February 10, 2015 

LEVY & BOND

DID YOU KNOW?
A levy election requires a simple majority of 50% +1 vote to pass.
A bond election requires a super majority of 60% +1 vote to pass. 
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Levy Financial Information
The estimated rate of the February 10, 2015 levy is $3.26 per 
$1,000 of assessed property value, the same rate as the current 
levy that expires in 2015. 

The February 10, 2015 levy is for a fixed amount: $8,637,144 in 
2016 and $8,723,516 in 2017. 

To calculate your estimated annual assessment for the levy: 
Determine your assessed property value.* Divide this property 
value by 1,000. Next, multiply by the estimated rate of $3.26. 

*View Property Search on the Clallam County website at www.
clallam.net/Taxes/ to complete a data search for your personal 
property. 

The Levy: How Much Might I Pay?

Home Assessed Values
2015 Actual Rate 
($3.26/$1,000)

2016-2017 Estimated 
Rate/Year

$125,000 $408 $408

   $172,250* $562 $562

$200,000 $652 $652

$250,000 $815 $815

$300,000 $978 $978

*Projected median property value is $172,250 within the Port 
Angeles School District as calculated by median sales prices per 
Zillow.com.

MORE ABOUT THE LEVY

How Your Levy Dollars Are Spent Today

Technology , 5%

Transportation, 5%

Basic 
Education, 45%

Extracurricular, 10%Health Services, 8%

Maintenance, 24%

Utilities, 2% Highly Capable, 1%

What School District programs and operations are supported by the levy?
The Port Angeles School District levy provides funding for programs that could not be offered without it. 
The February 10, 2015 levy request totals approximately 20.5% of the School District’s annual budget. 

Programs like athletics, music, drama, debate, and other student activities get all of their funding from 
the levy. Part of the cost of career & technical education, student transportation, regular maintenance to 
school buildings, special education services, counseling and staff trainings come from the levy.

Visit *2015 Levy and Bond Information* online at www.portangelesschools.org 
for updated information about the February 10, 2015 maintenance and operations 

levy and the bond to build a new high school. 

• The February 10, 2015 maintenance and operations levy replaces an existing levy. It renews the current 
four-year levy, which expires in 2015, and will maintain levy funding for the Port Angeles School District 
for two years through 2017. 

• The February 10, 2015 levy is for a fixed amount; $8,637,144 in 2016 and $8,723,516 in 2017. 
Washington State law provides that no more than the requested amount can be collected. 

• The February 10, 2015 maintenance and operations levy request slightly increases the current amount 
due to the lack of funding from Washington State. (The 2011 levy amounts approved by voters were: 
$8,178,067 for 2012; $8,300,738 for 2013; $8,425,249 for 2014; and $8,551,628 for 2015.)

• The maintenance and operations levy currently helps support staffing, instructional materials, staff 
development, student transportation, athletics, music programs and other student activities, equipment, 
information systems, career & technical education, special education and facilities maintenance. 

• Public school districts in Washington State receive the majority of their annual operating funds from the 
state. The legislature only provides approximately 66% of what it actually costs to provide a child’s public 
education. The balance of the money needed for programs and operations is expected to come from 
local levies and the federal government. 

• The maintenance and operations levy supports the day-to-day operations of public schools and programs 
not funded, or not fully funded, by Washington State. The current levy provides approximately 20.5% of 
the total Port Angeles School District budget even though the legislature authorizes maintenance and 
operations levy requests up to 28% of a district’s budget.

• The levy amount collected by the School District does not increase after it is set in place, regardless of 
changes in assessed property value. The levy amount is calculated from the total assessed valuation of all 
the real property within the School District boundaries.

Maintenance & Operations Levy Quick Facts
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Bond Financial Information
Local funding of the $98,254,000 bond will result in a property owner’s 
tax cost of $2.06 per $1,000 of assessed property value for a duration of 
25 years. This estimate is based on 2014 property values. 

Property owners are currently paying $0.46 per $1,000 of assessed 
property value for the Dry Creek and Jefferson Elementary bonds. This 
assessment will expire in 2015. The Port Angeles High School bond 
would not begin until after the Elementary bonds have expired. 

The change in the amount a property owner would pay, from the 
current rate of $0.46 to the new rate of $2.06, is an increase of $1.60 
per $1,000 of assessed property value.

For example: A homeowner whose property is valued at the Port 
Angeles community median of $172,250 is currently paying $79.24 
annually for school bonds. This amount will increase by $22.97 per 
month (or $275.60 annually) to $29.57 per month (or $354.84 annually).

To calculate your estimated annual tax increase for the bond:               
Determine your assessed property value. *(See Resources on back page 
for website) Divide this property value by 1,000. Next multiply by $1.60. 

The Bond: How Much Might I Pay?

Home Assessed 
Values

2015 Current Rate 
for Dry Creek & 
Jefferson Bonds 
($0.46/$1,000)

2016 Estimated 
Rate/Year 

($2.06/$1,000)

Estimated 
Increase 
Per Year 

($1.60/$1,000)

Estimated 
Increase 

Per Month 
($1.60/$1,000)

$125,000 $58 $258 $200 $17

  $172,250* $79 $355 $276 $23

$200,000 $92 $412 $320 $27

$250,000 $115 $515 $400 $33

$300,000 $138 $618 $480 $40

*Projected median property value is $172,250 within the Port Angeles 
School District as calculated by median sales prices per Zillow.com.

MORE ABOUT THE BOND

THE BOND

What projects are included in the Capital Facilities Bond? 
Most of the outdated buildings of the high school campus will be replaced with 
a single, efficient, and flexible facility. The PAHS Performing Arts Center will be 
completely renovated to current building codes. At this time, there will be no work 
done to the existing Gymnasium Building or Track & Field. Site improvements will 
include condensing parking on campus and developing outdoor educational spaces. 

How was the amount of $98,254,000 determined?
Project estimates were based on historic data from comparable projects of similar 
complexity and scale. Average costs per square foot were adjusted for regional 
cost differences, anticipated inflation between now and bid date, and project 
contingencies. In addition to building construction, the $98 million includes estimates 
for all associated project costs such as furniture and technology, permitting and 
engineering/architectural fees. 

Is the School District eligible for construction funds from the State?
Although there is no guarantee, using the state’s formula to determine possible 
financial assistance indicates the district may be eligible for approximately $18 
million. This amount would be awarded after construction takes place, at which time 
the School Board may decide to either pay down the bond or make other capital 
improvements to District facilities. A public hearing will be held before any decisions 
are made regarding the use of possible state assistance funds.

Has the community participated in the conceptual design?
Preliminary conceptual sketches are based on feedback received by the Capital 
Facilities Committee during numerous Port Angeles community forums, School 
District staff meetings, and student workshops. During the process, brainstorming 
activities encouraged participants to develop and prioritize concepts for the new 
high school. Upon bond approval, many more opportunities will welcome public 
participation in the design process of the new facility.

Does it cost more to build on the Olympic Peninsula?
Because of its remote location, transportation and material costs can make it more 
expensive to build in Port Angeles.

Will local contractors and workers be hired for the project?
As a public project, the process will be open to all eligible bidders with the contract 
being awarded to the lowest qualified bidder. 

How will residents without school age children benefit from a new high school?
Our high school is a resource for the entire community. Over 80 community groups 
currently use the Gymnasiums and Performing Arts Center. 

Would it be less expensive to renovate than to build new?
Renovating could easily cost 85-90% of the price of full replacement due to known 
factors like compliance with current codes, plus a variety of unforeseen complications 
such as hazardous material abatement. Despite the high price tag, a renovation 
would not solve security and accessibility issues inherent in the existing high school 
layout. A new facility will provide the longevity and flexibility that even the most 
comprehensive renovation cannot remedy.

Questions & Answers

preliminary conceptual site plan

East Park Avenue

NORTH
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President Sarah Methner 
360.460.9730 • smethner@portangelesschools.org

Vice President Lonnie Linn 
360.477.7435 • Lonnie_Linn@olypen.com

Director Steve Baxter 
360.461.6192 • sbaxter@olympus.net

Director Patti Happe 
360.452.8368 • pattihappe@gmail.com

Director Cindy Kelly 
360.452.9413 • ctkelly@olypen.com

SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION
Superintendent Marc Jackson
360.565.3700 • mjackson@portangelesschools.org

Assistant Superintendent Gerald Gabbard
360.565.3731 • ggabbard@portangelesschools.org

Director of Business and Finance Kelly Pearson 
360.565.3755• kpearson@portangelesschools.org

Director of Human Resources Kim O’Neil
360.565.3725 • koneil@portangelesschools.org

NOTEWORTHY DATES
Wednesday, January 21, 2015: Ballots sent to registered voters

Monday, February 2, 2015: Final Day for in-person voter 
registration

Tuesday, February 10, 2015: Ballots Due - must be postmarked 
or dropped off at Clallam County Courthouse by 8:00 p.m. 

Ballot Information
A ballot for the School District February 10, 2015 levy election will be mailed to the homes of registered voters on or 
around January 21, 2015. 

Ballots must be returned by mail or in person to the Clallam County Courthouse by 8:00 p.m. February 10, 2015. 

If you do not receive your ballot or need a replacement, please call 360.417.2221. Clallam County voter information 
and registration may also be found online at http://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/myvote/olvr.html.

Exemptions
Property tax exemptions may be available for disabled persons and certain seniors. For more information, please 
contact the Clallam County Assessor’s Office at 360.417.2400.

LEVY & BOND RESOURCES

The Port Angeles School District is here to answer your 
questions. 

Visit *2015 Levy and Bond Information* online at  
www.portangelesschools.org for updated information 
about the February 10, 2015 maintenance and 
operations levy and the bond to build a new high school. 

Questions, comments and suggestions may be sent by 
email to:  
info@portangelesschools.org,  
or by U.S. Mail to:  
Superintendent, Port Angeles School District, 216 East 
Fourth Street, Port Angeles, WA 98362. 

conceptual entry sketch of high school replacement

February 10, 2015 Special Election


