
Continuing Support of Quality Schools

Questions and Comments
Visit *2015 Levy & Bond Information* online at  
www.portangelesschools.org, email info@
portangelesschools.org, or call 360.457.8575.
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Bonds and Levies - A Difference
There will be two separate school issues - the 
maintenance and operations levy and a bond to 
build a new high school - on the February 10, 2015 
special election ballot.

Bond and levy monies serve two completely 
different purposes. A maintenance and operations 
levy helps pay the annual cost of running the 
district’s schools.  It funds school repairs, student 
transportation, and supports extracurricular 
activities such as athletics and music programs.  
Levy elections are typically held every two or four 
years to supplement state and federal funding.  

Bond money is used to build or replace school 
buildings or major equipment.  Bond elections occur 
much less frequently and have a longer duration.
See additional BOND details on the reverse side.
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About the Levy
The February 10, 2015 is a replacement levy, not 
a new levy and will maintain levy funding for two 
years through 2017. It replaces the levy approved  
in February 2011 which expires in December 2015.  

The amounts requested are $8,637,144 in 2016  
and $8,723,516 in 2017. The fixed levy amount  
collected by the School District does not increase 
after it is set in place, regardless of changes in  
assessed property value.

The estimated tax rate for the maintenance  
and operations levy is expected to be $3.26 per 
$1,000 of assessed property value. Actual tax  
rates are set by Clallam County and may fluctuate.  

To estimate how much you’d pay a year, first find 
your assessed property value. Divide your assess-
ment by 1,000. Next multiply by $3.26. This will be 
your estimated maintenance and operations levy 
payment. 

Approval of a levy requires a simple majority of  
50% + 1 vote. 

Tax exemptions are available for qualifying seniors 
and low income households. Contact the County 
Assessor’s office at 360.417.2400 or send an email 
to: web_assessor@co.clallam.wa.us

Register to Vote: 
Voter Hotline 1.800.448.4881, online  by January 13 
@ www.sos.wa.gov/elections/myvote/olvr.html, or 
in person, Clallam County Courthouse, by February 3.

Vote by February 10, 2015



The high school needs replacement
Our high school buildings have outlived their life 
expectancy - by decades. Building replacement is 
a better value than a renovation which could cost 
nearly as much and not solve accessibility and 
security issues.

We’ll spend less to borrow and build.
Current low interest rates on bond sales and 
competitive bidding for commercial projects indicate 
this is the right time to ask the community for funding.  

The School District will be free of other debt.
Dry Creek and Jefferson Elementary bonds will be 
paid off in December 2015, and this bond will follow 
directly behind with the least impact on taxpayers.  

The whole community will benefit.
Construction of a new high school will likely be a 
stimulus to our local economy, bringing with it the 
potential for increased jobs and increased spending 
in our community. 

Advocacy + Achievement + Accountability

Project ScopeIt’s the Right Time
• Capital Facilities Committee representatives 

have spent half a year gathering community 
feedback, holding open houses, and working 
with design concepts during forums and 
workshops with students, high school staff  
and community members.

• Recommendations include replacing the aging 
high school campus with a single building of 
comparable area.  The existing Performing Arts 
Center will be renovated; work is not planned 
for the Gymnasium spaces.  Additionally, no 
significant work will be done on the existing 
football field and track as funds have recently 
improved these areas. 

• Emphasizing that plans are conceptual only and 
input from staff regarding learning space will be 
essential, the plan provides a larger commons 
area and ties the campus together with interior 
circulation and improved security, plus adds 
flexibility to accommodate 21st century teaching 
methods and future technology upgrades. 

• Site work includes new outdoor education 
courtyards and a consolidation of parking lots 
onto campus, eliminating the need for students 
to cross Park Avenue.
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A February 10, 2015 bond in the amount of 
$98,254,000 for a term of 25 years will provide for 
the construction of a new high school on the  
existing site to replace Port Angeles High School 
and renovate the Performing Arts Center. 

Approval of the bond requires a super-majority of 
60% + 1 vote. To validate, 40% of the total number 
who voted in November 2014 must vote in the 
February 2015 election.

Bond Financial Information:
Local funding of the bond - $98,254,000 - would 
result in a property owner’s tax cost of $2.06 per 
$1,000 assessed property value for 25 years based 
on 2014 values. 

Property owners are currently paying 46 cents per 
$1,000 of assessed property value for the Dry Creek 
and Jefferson Elementary bonds that expire in  
December 2015.  The Port Angeles High School  
bond will begin after this expiration. 

The change in the amount a property owner would   
pay is from the current 46 cents to the new $2.06, 
an increase of $1.60 per $1,000 of assessed property 
value.

An owner whose property is valued at the commu-
nity median of $172,250 is currently paying $79.24 
annually. This will increase by $275.60, or $22.97  
per month to $354.84 annually or $29.57 monthly.

Calculate your estimated annual tax increase for  
the bond - Divide your assessed property value by 
1,000 and multiply by $1.60.  

Vote by February 10, 2015


